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Brennan And Democracy
This timely anthology gathers forty historical and contemporary treatments of democracy. Short
introductions precede each reading and a general introduction increases student
comprehension across the spectrum of readings. This volume is ideal for both the
undergraduate and graduate students in political theory and philosophy courses. Historical
readings include selections from Plato, Aristotle, Niccolò Machiavelli, Thomas Hobbes, Baruch
Spinoza, John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the US Founding Fathers, Alexis de
Tocqueville, Karl Marx, Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln, John Stuart Mill, W.E.B. Du
Bois, John Dewey, and John Rawls. Contemporary readings include essays by Richard J.
Arneson, Elizabeth Anderson, Sevla Benhabib, David Estlund, Jason Brennan, Julia
Maskivker, Iris Marion Young, and Robert B. Talisse.
A former FBI undercover agent and whistleblower gives us a riveting and troubling account of
the contemporary FBI—essential reading for our times Impressively researched and eloquently
argued, former special agent Mike German’s Disrupt, Discredit, and Divide tells the story of
the transformation of the FBI after the 9/11 attacks from a law enforcement agency, made
famous by prosecuting organized crime and corruption in business and government, into
arguably the most secretive domestic intelligence agency America has ever seen. German
shows how FBI leaders exploited the fear of terrorism in the aftermath of 9/11 to shed the legal
constraints imposed on them in the 1970s in the wake of Hoover-era civil rights abuses.
Empowered by the Patriot Act and new investigative guidelines, the bureau resurrected a
discredited theory of terrorist “radicalization” and adopted a “disruption strategy” that targeted
Muslims, foreigners, and communities of color, and tarred dissidents inside and outside the
bureau as security threats, dividing American communities against one another. By prioritizing
its national security missions over its law enforcement mission, the FBI undermined public
confidence in justice and the rule of law. Its failure to include racist, anti-Semitic, Islamophobic,
and xenophobic violence committed by white nationalists within its counterterrorism mandate
only increased the perception that the FBI was protecting the powerful at the expense of the
powerless. Disrupt, Discredit, and Divide is an engaging and unsettling contemporary history of
the FBI and a bold call for reform, told by a longtime counterterrorism undercover agent who
has become a widely admired whistleblower and a critic for civil liberties and accountable
government.
Through a fusion of philosophical, social scientific, and historical methods, A Brief History of
Liberty provides a comprehensive, philosophically-informed portrait of the elusive nature of one
of our most cherished ideals. Offers a succinct yet thorough survey of personal freedom
Explores the true meaning of liberty, drawing philosophical lessons about liberty from history
Considers the writings of key historical figures from Socrates and Erasmus to Hobbes, Locke,
Marx, and Adam Smith Combines philosophical rigor with social scientific analysis Argues that
liberty refers to a range of related but specific ideas rather than limiting the concept to one
definition
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Comprehensive, enlightening, and terrifyingly
timely.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors' Choice) WINNER OF THE GOLDSMITH
BOOK PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE LIONEL GELBER PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • Time • Foreign Affairs • WBUR •
Paste Donald Trump’s presidency has raised a question that many of us never thought we’d
be asking: Is our democracy in danger? Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt
have spent more than twenty years studying the breakdown of democracies in Europe and
Latin America, and they believe the answer is yes. Democracy no longer ends with a bang—in a
revolution or military coup—but with a whimper: the slow, steady weakening of critical
institutions, such as the judiciary and the press, and the gradual erosion of long-standing
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political norms. The good news is that there are several exit ramps on the road to
authoritarianism. The bad news is that, by electing Trump, we have already passed the first
one. Drawing on decades of research and a wide range of historical and global examples, from
1930s Europe to contemporary Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the American South
during Jim Crow, Levitsky and Ziblatt show how democracies die—and how ours can be saved.
Praise for How Democracies Die “What we desperately need is a sober, dispassionate look at
the current state of affairs. Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, two of the most respected
scholars in the field of democracy studies, offer just that.”—The Washington Post “Where
Levitsky and Ziblatt make their mark is in weaving together political science and historical
analysis of both domestic and international democratic crises; in doing so, they expand the
conversation beyond Trump and before him, to other countries and to the deep structure of
American democracy and politics.”—Ezra Klein, Vox “If you only read one book for the rest of
the year, read How Democracies Die. . . .This is not a book for just Democrats or Republicans.
It is a book for all Americans. It is nonpartisan. It is fact based. It is deeply rooted in history. . . .
The best commentary on our politics, no contest.”—Michael Morrell, former Acting Director of
the Central Intelligence Agency (via Twitter) “A smart and deeply informed book about the
ways in which democracy is being undermined in dozens of countries around the world, and in
ways that are perfectly legal.”—Fareed Zakaria, CNN
These proceedings, from the 1990 CAMDUN conference cover the structure of the UN, NGOs
and the roles of UNAs, communication globally through the UN, and restructuring the UN.
Cover; Contents; Acknowledgments; INTRODUCTION: Voting as an Ethical Issue; CHAPTER
ONE: Arguments for a Duty to Vote; CHAPTER TWO: Civic Virtue without Politics; CHAPTER
THREE: Wrongful Voting; CHAPTER FOUR: Deference and Abstention; CHAPTER FIVE: For
the Common Good; CHAPTER SIX: Buying and Selling Votes; CHAPTER SEVEN: How Well
Do Voters Behave?; AFTERWORD TO THE PAPERBACK EDITION: How to Vote Well; Notes;
References; Index. - Nothing is more integral to democracy than voting. Most people believe
that every citizen has the civic duty or moral obligation to vote, that any sincere vote is morally
acceptable, and that buying, selling, or trading votes is inherently wrong. In this provocative
book, Jason Brennan challenges our fundamental assumptions about voting, revealing why it
is not a duty for most citizens--in fact, he argues, many people owe it to the rest of us not to
vote. Bad choices at the polls can result in unjust laws, needless wars, and calamitous
economic policies. Brennan shows why voters have duties to.
“An important new book” (The Washington Post) on the long struggle to win voting rights for
all citizens by the author of The Second Amendment: A Biography and president of The
Brennan Center, a legal think tank at NYU. Michael Waldman’s The Second Amendment
traced the ongoing argument on gun rights from The Bill of Rights to now. In this “timely
contribution to the discussion of a crucial issue” (Kirkus Reviews), Waldman takes a succinct
and comprehensive look at an even more crucial struggle: the past and present effort to define
and defend government based on “the consent of the governed.” From the writing of the
Constitution, and at every step along the way, as Americans sought the right, others have
fought to stop them. This is the first book to trace the entire story from the Founders’ debates
to today’s restrictions: gerrymandering; voter ID laws; the flood of money unleashed by
conservative nonprofit organizations; making voting difficult to the elderly, the poor, and the
young, by restricting open polling places. Waldman describes the precedents for these
contemporary arguments. The fight, sometimes vicious, has always been at the center of
American politics: from counting slaves but not permitting them to vote, to property-less males,
then to free Blacks, women, eighteen-year-olds, and the disadvantaged, who were harassed
by literacy tests. Now the right to vote is challenged by restrictions on open polling schedules
and IDs, plus floods of money. It’s been a raw, rowdy, fierce, and often rollicking struggle for
power. The Fight to Vote is “an engaging, concise history…offering many useful reforms that
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advocates on both sides of the aisle should consider” (The Wall Street Journal).
A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR by The Washington Post and The Financial Times • "How did
our democracy go wrong? This extraordinary document ... is Applebaum's answer." —Timothy
Snyder, author of On Tyranny A Pulitzer Prize–winning historian explains, with electrifying
clarity, why elites in democracies around the world are turning toward nationalism and
authoritarianism. From the United States and Britain to continental Europe and beyond, liberal
democracy is under siege, while authoritarianism is on the rise. In Twilight of Democracy, Anne
Applebaum, an award-winning historian of Soviet atrocities who was one of the first American
journalists to raise an alarm about antidemocratic trends in the West, explains the lure of
nationalism and autocracy. In this captivating essay, she contends that political systems with
radically simple beliefs are inherently appealing, especially when they benefit the loyal to the
exclusion of everyone else. Elegantly written and urgently argued, Twilight of Democracy is a
brilliant dissection of a world-shaking shift and a stirring glimpse of the road back to democratic
values.

Nature no longer exists apart from humanity. The world we will inhabit is the one we
have made. Geologists call this epoch the Anthropocene, Age of Humans. The facts of
the Anthropocene are scientific—emissions, pollens, extinctions—but its shape and
meaning are questions for politics. Jedediah Purdy develops a politics for this postnatural world.
"The significance of this account should be clear. If, as economists frequently assert,
proper diagnosis of the disease is a crucial prerequisite to treatment, then the design of
appropriate democratic institutions depends critically on a coherent analysis of the way
the electoral process works and the perversities to which it is prone. The claim is that
the interest-based account incorrectly diagnoses the disease. Accordingly, this book
ends with an account of the institutional protections that go with expressive
voting."--BOOK JACKET.
One of the biggest problems with modern democracy is that most of the public is
usually ignorant of politics and government. Often, many people understand that their
votes are unlikely to change the outcome of an election and don't see the point in
learning much about politics. This may be rational, but it creates a nation of people with
little political knowledge and little ability to objectively evaluate what they do know. In
Democracy and Political Ignorance, Ilya Somin mines the depths of ignorance in
America and reveals the extent to which it is a major problem for democracy. Somin
weighs various options for solving this problem, arguing that political ignorance is best
mitigated and its effects lessened by decentralizing and limiting government. Somin
provocatively argues that people make better decisions when they choose what to
purchase in the market or which state or local government to live under, than when they
vote at the ballot box, because they have stronger incentives to acquire relevant
information and to use it wisely.
In Brennan and Democracy, a leading thinker in U.S. constitutional law offers some
powerful reflections on the idea of "constitutional democracy," a concept in which many
have seen the makings of paradox. Here Frank Michelman explores the apparently
conflicting commitments of a democratic governmental system where key aspects of
such important social issues as affirmative action, campaign finance reform, and
abortion rights are settled not by a legislative vote but by the decisions of unelected
judges. Can we--or should we--embrace the values of democracy together with
constitutionalism, judicial supervision, and the rule of law? To answer this question,
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Michelman calls into service the judicial career of Supreme Court Justice William
Brennan, the country's model "activist" judge for the past forty years. Michelman draws
on Brennan's record and writings to suggest how the Justice himself might have
understood the judiciary's role in the simultaneous promotion of both democratic and
constitutional government. The first chapter prompts us to reflect on how tough and
delicate an act it is for the members of a society to attempt living together as a people
devoted to self-government. The second chapter seeks to renew our appreciation for
democratic liberal political ideals, and includes an extensive treatment of Brennan's
judicial opinions, which places them in relation to opposing communitarian and
libertarian positions. Michelman also draws on the views of two other prominent
constitutional theorists, Robert Post and Ronald Dworkin, to build a provocative
discussion of whether democracy is best conceived as a "procedural" or a "substantive"
ideal.
While applied epistemology has been neglected for much of the twentieth century, it
has seen emerging interest in recent years, with key thinkers in the field helping to put it
on the philosophical map. Although it is an old tradition, current technological and social
developments have dramatically changed both the questions it faces and the
methodology required to answer those questions. Recent developments also make it a
particularly important and exciting area for research and teaching in the twenty-first
century. The Routledge Handbook of Applied Epistemology is an outstanding reference
source to this exciting subject and the first collection of its kind. Comprising entries by a
team of international contributors, the Handbook is divided into six main parts: The
Internet Politics Science Epistemic institutions Individual investigators Theory and
practice in philosophy. Within these sections, the core topics and debates are
presented, analyzed, and set into broader historical and disciplinary contexts. The
central topics covered include: the prehistory of applied epistemology, expertise and
scientific authority, epistemic aspects of political and social philosophy, epistemology
and the law, and epistemology and medicine. Essential reading for students and
researchers in epistemology, political philosophy, and applied ethics the Handbook will
also be very useful for those in related fields, such as law, sociology, and politics.
A small book with great weight and urgency to it, this is both a history of democracy and
a clarion call for change. "Without drastic adjustment, this system cannot last much
longer," writes Van Reybrouck, regarded today as one of Europe's most astute thinkers.
"If you look at the decline in voter turnout and party membership, and at the way
politicians are held in contempt, if you look at how difficult it is to form governments,
how little they can do and how harshly they are punished for it, if you look at how
quickly populism, technocracy and anti-parliamentarianism are rising, if you look at how
more and more citizens are longing for participation and how quickly that desire can tip
over into frustration, then you realize we are up to our necks." Not so very long ago, the
great battles of democracy were fought for the right to vote. Now, Van Reybrouck
writes, "it's all about the right to speak, but in essence it's the same battle, the battle for
political emancipation and for democratic participation. We must decolonize democracy.
We must democratize democracy." As history, Van Reybrouck makes the compelling
argument that modern democracy was designed as much to preserve the rights of the
powerful and keep the masses in line, as to give the populace a voice. As changeagent, Against Elections makes the argument that there are forms of government, what
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he terms sortitive or deliberative democracy, that are beginning to be practiced around
the world, and can be the remedy we seek. In Iceland, for example, deliberative
democracy was used to write the new constitution. A group of people were chosen by
lot, educated in the subject at hand, and then were able to decide what was best,
arguably, far better than politicians would have. A fascinating, and workable idea has
led to a timely book to remind us that our system of government is a flexible instrument,
one that the people have the power to change.
In "Brennan and Democracy, a leading thinker in U.S. constitutional law offers some
powerful reflections on the idea of "constitutional democracy," a concept in which many
have seen the makings of paradox. Here Frank Michelman explores the apparently
conflicting commitments of a democratic governmental system where key aspects of
such important social issues as affirmative action, campaign finance reform, and
abortion rights are settled not by a legislative vote but by the decisions of unelected
judges. Can we--or should we--embrace the values of democracy together with
constitutionalism, judicial supervision, and the rule of law? To answer this question,
Michelman calls into service the judicial career of Supreme Court Justice William
Brennan, the country's model "activist" judge for the past forty years. Michelman draws
on Brennan's record and writings to suggest how the Justice himself might have
understood the judiciary's role in the simultaneous promotion of both democratic and
constitutional government. The first chapter prompts us to reflect on how tough and
delicate an act it is for the members of a society to attempt living together as a people
devoted to self-government. The second chapter seeks to renew our appreciation for
democratic liberal political ideals, and includes an extensive treatment of Brennan's
judicial opinions, which places them in relation to opposing communitarian and
libertarian positions. Michelman also draws on the views of two other prominent
constitutional theorists, Robert Post and Ronald Dworkin, to build a provocative
discussion of whether democracy is best conceived as a "procedural" or a "substantive"
ideal.
The story of how the American people have taken an imperfect constitution—the product
of compromises and an artifact of its time—and made it more democratic Who wrote the
Constitution? That's obvious, we think: fifty-five men in Philadelphia in 1787. But much
of the Constitution was actually written later, in a series of twenty-seven amendments
enacted over the course of two centuries. The real history of the Constitution is the
astonishing story of how subsequent generations have reshaped our founding
document amid some of the most colorful, contested, and controversial battles in
American political life. It's a story of how We the People have improved our
government's structure and expanded the scope of our democracy during eras of
transformational social change. The People's Constitution is an elegant, sobering, and
masterly account of the evolution of American democracy. From the addition of the Bill
of Rights, a promise made to save the Constitution from near certain defeat, to the
post–Civil War battle over the Fourteenth Amendment, from the rise and fall of the
"noble experiment" of Prohibition to the defeat and resurgence of an Equal Rights
Amendment a century in the making, The People's Constitution is the first book of its
kind: a vital guide to America's national charter, and an alternative history of the
continuing struggle to realize the Framers' promise of a more perfect union.
Presents an introduction to libertarianism, describing how libertarians view such topics as
Page 5/15

Download File PDF Brennan And Democracy
human nature, government, democracy, civil rights, economics, social justice, and
contemporary problems, including immigration, health care, and education.
We speak of being 'free' to speak our minds, free to go to college, free to move about; we can
be cancer-free, debt-free, worry-free, or free from doubt. The concept of freedom (and relatedly
the notion of liberty) is ubiquitous but not everyone agrees what the term means, and the
philosophical analysis of freedom that has grown over the last two decades has revealed it to
be a complex notion whose meaning is dependent on the context. The Oxford Handbook of
Freedom will crystallize this work and craft the first wide-ranging analysis of freedom in all its
dimensions: legal, cultural, religious, economic, political, and psychological. This volume
includes 28 new essays by well regarded philosophers, as well some historians and political
theorists, in order to reflect the breadth of the topic. This handbook covers both current
scholarship as well as historical trends, with an overall eye to how current ideas on freedom
developed. The volume is divided into six sections: conceptual frames (framing the overall
debates about freedom), historical frames (freedom in key historical periods, from the ancients
onward), institutional frames (freedom and the law), cultural frames (mutual expectations on
our 'right' to be free), economic frames (freedom and the market), and lastly psychological
frames (free will in philosophy and psychology).
During the 2016 presidential election, America's election infrastructure was targeted by actors
sponsored by the Russian government. Securing the Vote: Protecting American Democracy
examines the challenges arising out of the 2016 federal election, assesses current technology
and standards for voting, and recommends steps that the federal government, state and local
governments, election administrators, and vendors of voting technology should take to improve
the security of election infrastructure. In doing so, the report provides a vision of voting that is
more secure, accessible, reliable, and verifiable.
Libertarians often bill their theory as an alternative to both the traditional Left and Right. The
Routledge Handbook of Libertarianism helps readers fully examine this alternative without
preaching it to them, exploring the contours of libertarian (sometimes also called classical
liberal) thinking on justice, institutions, interpersonal ethics, government, and political economy.
The 31 chapters--all written specifically for this volume--are organized into five parts. Part I
asks, what should libertarianism learn from other theories of justice, and what should
defenders of other theories of justice learn from libertarianism? Part II asks, what are some of
the deepest problems facing libertarian theories? Part III asks, what is the right way to think
about property rights and the market? Part IV asks, how should we think about the state?
Finally, part V asks, how well (or badly) can libertarianism deal with some of the major policy
challenges of our day, such as immigration, trade, religion in politics, and paternalism in a free
market. Among the Handbook's chapters are those from critics who write about what they
believe libertarians get right as well as others from leading libertarian theorists who identify
what they think libertarians get wrong. As a whole, the Handbook provides a comprehensive,
clear-eyed look at what libertarianism has been and could be, and why it matters.
Lawyers, judges, and scholars have long debated whether incentives in tort, contract, and
restitution law effectively promote the welfare of society. If these incentives were ideal, tort law
would reduce the cost and frequency of accidents, contract law would lubricate transactions,
and restitution law would encourage people to benefit others. Unfortunately, the incentives in
these laws lead to too many injuries, too little contractual cooperation, and too few
unrequested benefits. Getting Incentives Right explains how law might better serve the social
good. In tort law, Robert Cooter and Ariel Porat propose that all foreseeable risks should be
included when setting standards of care and awarding damages. Failure to do so causes
accidents that better legal incentives would avoid. In contract law, they show that making a
promise often causes the person who receives it to change behavior and undermine the
cooperation between the parties. They recommend several solutions, including a novel
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contract called "anti-insurance." In restitution law, people who convey unrequested benefits to
others are seldom entitled to compensation. Restitution law should compensate them more
than it currently does, so that they will provide more unrequested benefits. In these three areas
of law, Getting Incentives Right demonstrates that better law can promote the well-being of
people by providing better incentives for the private regulation of conduct.
This book offers a novel account of key features of modern representative democracy. Working
from the rational actor tradition, it builds a middle ground between orthodox political theory and
the economic analysis of politics. Standard economic models of politics emphasise the design
of the institutional devices of democracy as operated by essentially self-interested individuals.
This book departs from that model by focusing on democratic desires alongside democratic
devices, stressing that important aspects of democracy depend on the motivation of democrats
and the interplay between devices and desires. Individuals are taken to be not only rational,
but also somewhat moral. The authors argue that this approach provides access to aspects of
the debate on democratic institutions that are beyond the narrowly economic model. They
apply their analysis to voting, elections, representation, political departments and the
separation and division of powers, providing a wide-ranging discussion of the design of
democratic institutions.
Winner of the Lillian Smith Book Award Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist
for the National Book Award The Nation's "Most Valuable Book" “[A] vibrant intellectual history
of the radical right.”—The Atlantic “This sixty-year campaign to make libertarianism mainstream
and eventually take the government itself is at the heart of Democracy in Chains. . . . If you're
worried about what all this means for America's future, you should be.”—NPR An explosive
exposé of the right’s relentless campaign to eliminate unions, suppress voting, privatize public
education, stop action on climate change, and alter the Constitution. Behind today’s headlines
of billionaires taking over our government is a secretive political establishment with long, deep,
and troubling roots. The capitalist radical right has been working not simply to change who
rules, but to fundamentally alter the rules of democratic governance. But billionaires did not
launch this movement; a white intellectual in the embattled Jim Crow South did. Democracy in
Chains names its true architect—the Nobel Prize-winning political economist James McGill
Buchanan—and dissects the operation he and his colleagues designed over six decades to
alter every branch of government to disempower the majority. In a brilliant and engrossing
narrative, Nancy MacLean shows how Buchanan forged his ideas about government in a last
gasp attempt to preserve the white elite’s power in the wake of Brown v. Board of Education.
In response to the widening of American democracy, he developed a brilliant, if diabolical, plan
to undermine the ability of the majority to use its numbers to level the playing field between the
rich and powerful and the rest of us. Corporate donors and their right-wing foundations were
only too eager to support Buchanan’s work in teaching others how to divide America into
“makers” and “takers.” And when a multibillionaire on a messianic mission to rewrite the
social contract of the modern world, Charles Koch, discovered Buchanan, he created a vast,
relentless, and multi-armed machine to carry out Buchanan’s strategy. Without Buchanan's
ideas and Koch's money, the libertarian right would not have succeeded in its stealth takeover
of the Republican Party as a delivery mechanism. Now, with Mike Pence as Vice President,
the cause has a longtime loyalist in the White House, not to mention a phalanx of Republicans
in the House, the Senate, a majority of state governments, and the courts, all carrying out the
plan. That plan includes harsher laws to undermine unions, privatizing everything from schools
to health care and Social Security, and keeping as many of us as possible from voting. Based
on ten years of unique research, Democracy in Chains tells a chilling story of right-wing
academics and big money run amok. This revelatory work of scholarship is also a call to arms
to protect the achievements of twentieth-century American self-government.
“A timely and provocative book exploring the origins of the national security state and the
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urgent challenge of reining it in” (The Washington Post). From Dick Cheney’s man-sized safe
to the National Security Agency’s massive intelligence gathering, secrecy has too often
captured the American government’s modus operandi better than the ideals of the
Constitution. In this important book, Frederick A.O. Schwarz Jr., who was chief counsel to the
US Church Committee on Intelligence—which uncovered the FBI’s effort to push Martin Luther
King Jr. to commit suicide; the CIA’s enlistment of the Mafia to try to kill Fidel Castro; and the
NSA’s thirty-year program to get copies of all telegrams leaving the United States—uses
examples ranging from the dropping of the first atomic bomb and the Cuban Missile Crisis to
Iran–Contra and 9/11 to illuminate this central question: How much secrecy does good
governance require? Schwarz argues that while some control of information is necessary,
governments tend to fall prey to a culture of secrecy that is ultimately not just hazardous to
democracy but antithetical to it. This history provides the essential context to recent cases from
Chelsea Manning to Edward Snowden. Democracy in the Dark is a natural companion to
Schwarz’s Unchecked and Unbalanced, cowritten with Aziz Huq, which plumbed the power of
the executive branch—a power that often depends on and derives from the use of secrecy.
“[An] important new book . . . Carefully researched, engagingly written stories of government
secrecy gone amiss.” —The American Prospect

**THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER** "John Brennan is one of the
hardest-working, most patriotic public servants I've ever seen, and our country is better
off for it. As president, he was one of my closest advisors and a great friend. And in his
memoir, Undaunted, you'll see why. I hope you'll read it." —President Barack Obama A
powerful and revelatory memoir from former CIA director John Brennan, spanning his
more than thirty years in government. Friday, January 6, 2017: On that day, as always,
John Brennan’s alarm clock was set to go off at 4:15 a.m. But nothing else about that
day would be routine. That day marked his first and only security briefing with Presidentelect Donald Trump. And it was also the day John Brennan said his final farewell to
Owen Brennan, his father, the man who had taught him the lessons of goodness,
integrity, and honor that had shaped the course of an unparalleled career serving his
country from within the intelligence community. In this brutally honest memoir, Brennan,
the son of an Irish immigrant who settled in New Jersey, describes the life that took him
from being a young CIA recruit enamored with the mystique of spy work, secretly
defiant enough to drive a motorcycle and sport a diamond earring, and invigorated by
his travels in the Middle East to being the most powerful individual in American
intelligence. He details his experiences with very different presidents and what it’s
been like to bear responsibility for some of the nation’s most crucial and polarizing
national security decisions. He pulls back the curtain on the inner workings of the
Agency, describing the selfless, patriotic, and invisible work of the women and men
involved in national security. He also examines the insularity, arrogance, and myopia
that have, at times, undermined its reputation in the eyes of the American people and of
members of other branches of government. Through topics ranging from George W.
Bush’s intervention in Iraq to his thoughts on the CIA’s controversial use of enhanced
interrogation techniques to his eye-opening account of the planning of the raid that
resulted in Bin Ladin’s death to his realization that Russia had interfered with the 2016
election, Brennan brings the reader behind the scenes of some of the most crucial
moments in recent U.S. history. He also candidly discusses the times he has failed to
live up to his own high standards and the very public fallouts that have resulted. With its
behind-the-scenes look at how major U.S. national security policies and actions
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unfolded during his long and distinguished career—especially during his eight years in
the Obama administration—John Brennan’s memoir is a work of history with strong
implications for the future of America and our country’s relationships with other world
powers. Undaunted: My Fight Against America’s Enemies, at Home and Abroad offers
a rare and insightful look at the often-obscured world of national security, the
intelligence profession, and Washington’s chaotic political environment. But more than
that, it is a portrait of a man striving for integrity; for himself, for the CIA, and for his
country.
Why you have the right to resist unjust government For centuries, almost everyone has
believed that we must allow the government and its representatives to act without
interference, no matter how they behave. We may complain, protest, sue, or vote
officials out, but we can’t fight back. But in When All Else Fails, Jason Brennan argues
that we have every right to react with acts of “uncivil disobedience” when governments
violate our rights. We may resist arrest for violation of unjust laws. We may disobey
orders, sabotage government property, or reveal classified information. We may
deceive ignorant, irrational, or malicious voters. We may even use force to defend
ourselves or others. The result is a provocative challenge to long-held beliefs about
how citizens may respond when government officials act unjustly or abuse their power.
Hobbits and hooligans -- Ignorant, irrational, misinformed nationalists -- Political
participation corrupts -- Politics doesn't empower you or me -- Politics is not a poem -The right to competent government -- Is democracy competent? -- The rule of the
knowers -- Civic enemies
The definitive history of the covert struggle between Russia and America to influence
elections, why the threat to American democracy is greater than ever, and what we can
do about it. This is the first book to put the story of Russian interference into a broader
context ... Extraordinary and gripping (The New York Times Book Review) Russia's
interference in 2016 marked only the latest chapter of a hidden and revelatory history.
In Rigged, David Shimer tells the sweeping story of covert electoral interference past
and present. He exposes decades of secret operations--by the KGB, the CIA, and
Vladimir Putin's Russia--to shape electoral outcomes, melding deep historical research
with groundbreaking interviews with more than 130 key players, from leading officials in
both the Trump and Obama administrations, to CIA and NSA directors, to a former KGB
general. What Americans should make of Russia's attack in 2016 is still hotly debated,
even after the Mueller report and years of media coverage. Shimer shows that Putin's
operation was, in fact, a continuation of an ongoing struggle, using familiar weapons
radically enhanced by new technology. Throughout history and in 2016, both Russian
and American operations achieved their greatest success by influencing the way voters
think, rather than tampering with actual vote tallies. Casting aside partisanship and
sensationalism, Rigged reveals new details about what Russia achieved in 2016, how
the Obama administration responded, and why Putin has also been interfering covertly
in elections across the globe in recent years, while American presidents have largely
refrained from doing so. Shimer also makes disturbingly clear that this type of intrusion
can be used to harm Democrats and Republicans alike. Russia's central aim is to
undermine and disrupt our democracy, to the detriment of all Americans. Understanding
2016 as one battle in a much longer war is essential to understanding the critical threat
currently posed to America's electoral sovereignty and how to defend against it.
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Illuminating how the lessons of the past can be used to protect our democracy in the
future, Rigged is an essential book for readers of every political persuasion.
How can we justify democracy’s trust in the political judgments of ordinary people? In
Knowing Democracy, Michael Räber situates this question between two dominant
alternative paradigms of thinking about the reflective qualities of democratic life: on the
one hand, recent epistemic theories of democracy, which are based on the assumption
that political participation promotes truth, and, on the other hand, theories of political
judgment that are indebted to Hannah Arendt’s aesthetic conception of political
judgment. By foregrounding the concept of political judgment in democracies, the book
shows that a democratic theory of political judgments based on John Dewey’s
pragmatism can navigate the shortcomings of both these paradigms. While epistemic
theories are overly and narrowly rationalistic and Arendtian theories are overly
aesthetic, the neo-Deweyan conception of political judgment proposed in this book
suggests a third path that combines the rationalist and the aesthetic elements of
political conduct in a way that goes beyond a merely epistemic or a merely aesthetic
conception of political judgment in democracy. The justification for democracy’s trust in
ordinary people’s political judgments, Räber argues, resides in an egalitarian
conception of democratic inquiry that blends the epistemic and the aesthetic aspects of
the making of political judgments. By offering a rigorous scholarly analysis of the
epistemic and aesthetic foundations of democracy from a pragmatist perspective,
Knowing Democracy contributes to the current debates in political epistemology and
aesthetics and politics, both of which ask about the appropriate reflective and
experiential circumstances of democratic politics. The book brings together for the first
time debates on epistemic democracy, aesthetic judgment and those on pragmatist
social epistemology, and establishes an original pragmatist conception of epistemic
democracy.
Around the world, faith in democracy is falling. Russia, Turkey, and Venezuela have
moved from flawed democracies to authoritarian regimes. Brexit and the rise of far-right
parties show that even stable Western democracies are struggling. Partisanship and
mutual distrust are increasing. What, if anything, should we do about these problems?
In this accessible work, leading philosophers Jason Brennan and Hlne Landemore
debate whether the solution lies in having less democracy or more. Brennan argues
that democracy has systematic flaws, and that democracy does not and cannot work
the way most of us commonly assume. He argues the best solution is to limit
democracy's scope and to experiment with certain voting systems that can overcome
democracy's problems. Landemore argues that democracy, defined as a regime that
distributes power equally and inclusively, is a better way to generate good governance
than oligarchies of knowledge. To her, the crisis of "representative democracy" comes
in large part from its glaring democratic deficits. The solution is not just more
democracy, but a better kind, which Landemore theorizes as "open democracy."
The topic of global justice has long been a central concern within political philosophy
and political theory, and there is no doubt that it will remain significant given the
persistence of poverty on a massive scale and soaring global inequality. Yet, virtually
every analysis in the vast literature of the subject seems ignorant of what
developmental economists, both left and right, have to say about the issue. In Defense
of Openness illuminates the problem by stressing that that there is overwhelming
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evidence that economic rights and freedom are necessary for development, and that
global redistribution tends to hurt more than it helps. Bas van der Vossen and Jason
Brennan instead ask what a theory of global justice would look like if it were informed
by the facts that mainstream development and institutional economics have brought to
light. They conceptualize global justice as global freedom and insist we can help the
poor-and help ourselves at the same time-by implementing open borders, free trade,
the strong protection of individual freedom, and economic rights and property for all
around the world. In short, they work from empirical, consequentialist grounds to
advocate for the market society as a model for global justice. A spirited challenge to
mainstream political theory from two leading political philosophers, In Defense of
Openness offers a new approach to global justice: We don't need to "save" the poor.
The poor will save themselves, if we would only get out of their way and let them.
"To the Ancient Greeks, democracy meant gathering in a public space and arguing
based on an agenda set by a randomly selected assembly of 500 other citizens. To the
Icelandic Vikings in Northern Europe a few centuries later, it meant gathering every
summer in a large field, a place where they held their own annual "parliament," and
similarly talking things through until they got to relatively consensual decisions about
the common's fate. Our contemporary representative democracies are very different.
Modern Parliaments are intimidating buildings that are much harder to access for
ordinary citizens-quite literally. They are typically gated and guarded, and it often feels
as if only certain types of people-people with the right suit, accent, bank account,
connections, even last names-are welcome to enter them. In Open Democracy,
Landemore revitalizes the model of success from ancient open democracies alongside
the problems of the present-day representative democracies in order to get to the heart
of the issues which contemporary democratic societies are dealing with today.
Something has been lost between the two, Landemore argues: accessibility; openness
to the ordinary man and woman. Landemore believes the move to "representative"
democracy, a mediated form of democracy seen as unavoidable in mass, commercial
societies, also became a move towards democratic closure, and exclusivity. Open
Democracy asks how can we recover the openness of ancient democracies in today's
world, and would it help the crisis of democracy? In diagnosing what is wrong with
representative democracy, Landemore offers a normative alternative and strategy-one
that is more true to the democratic ideal of "government of the people, by the people,
for the people." This alternative conception (open democracy) is one Landemore
believes can be used to imagine and design more participatory, responsive,
accountable, and smarter institutions, thereby strengthening our democracies along
with on the whole, our societies"--

Most political debate is superficial. Just turn on cable news. Philosophy is for
people who want to understand the deep questions. The goal of political
philosophy is to determine the standards by which we judge different institutions
good or bad, just or unjust. Some people might think they don’t have much need
of political philosophy: “Who cares about wishy-washy obtuse notions of justice?
I’m a pragmatist. I just want to know what works.” But this isn’t a way of
avoiding political philosophy; it’s a way of being dogmatic about it. Before we can
just do “what works,” we have to know what counts as working. This book serves
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as an introduction to some of the major theories of justice, to the arguments
philosophers have made for and against these theories, and, ultimately, to how to
be more thoughtful and rigorous in your own thinking.
All recordings document life, arising from a specific time and place, and if that
place is artificial, the results will be as well. Culled from a lifetime of learning
through failure and designed to provoke thought and inspiration for artists in
every medium, How Music Dies (or Lives) is a virtual how-to manual for those on
a quest for authenticity in an age of airbrushed and Auto-Tuned so-called
“artists.” Author and Grammy-winning producer Ian Brennan chronicles his own
journeys to find new and ancient sounds, textured voices, and nonmalleable
songs, and he presents readers with an intricate look at our technological society.
His concise prose covers topics such as: •The damages of colonization in
generalizing distinctive variations •The need for imperfection •The gaps between
manufacturing and invention •The saturation of music in everyday life This guide
serves those who ask themselves, “What’s wrong with our culture?” Along with
possible answers are lessons in using the microphone as a telescope, hearing
the earth as an echo, and appreciating the value of democratizing voices.
Allworth Press, an imprint of Skyhorse Publishing, publishes a broad range of
books on the visual and performing arts, with emphasis on the business of art.
Our titles cover subjects such as graphic design, theater, branding, fine art,
photography, interior design, writing, acting, film, how to start careers, business
and legal forms, business practices, and more. While we don't aspire to publish a
New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are deeply committed to
quality books that help creative professionals succeed and thrive. We often
publish in areas overlooked by other publishers and welcome the author whose
expertise can help our audience of readers.
In many democracies, voter turnout is low and getting lower. If the people choose
not to govern themselves, should they be forced to do so? For Jason Brennan,
compulsory voting is unjust and a petty violation of citizens' liberty. The median
non-voter is less informed and rational, as well as more biased, than the median
voter. According to Lisa Hill, compulsory voting is a reasonable imposition on
personal liberty. Hill points to the discernible benefits of compulsory voting and
argues that high turnout elections are more democratically legitimate. The
authors - both well-known for their work on voting and civic engagement - debate
questions such as: • Do citizens have a duty to vote, and is it an enforceable
duty? • Does compulsory voting violate citizens' liberty? If so, is this sufficient
grounds to oppose it? Or is it a justifiable violation? Might it instead promote
liberty on the whole? • Is low turnout a problem or a blessing?
The global economy was booming as 2020 dawned, but within a few short
months wreckage, death, and desperation borne of economic contraction were
the new normal. What happened? In When Politicians Panicked, economic
commentator John Tamny tells the heart-wrenching story of a time when
politicians were tragically relieved of basic common sense in their response to
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the new coronavirus. In March of 2020, the virus quickly became a major news
item as political panic about it traveled around the world. Even though anecdotal
and market-based evidence from the virus’s epicenter indicated very low
lethality, politicians quickly imposed economy-crushing lockdowns on the rather
specious assumption that unemployment, bankruptcy, and starvation would
somehow halt the virus’s spread. Tamny methodically dismantles the political
consensus by showing how economic growth has long been the first and last
answer to death and disease. He then shows how politicians, having mindlessly
crushed a growing economy, proceeded to double down on their mistakes by
throwing taxpayer money at their shocking errors. Throughout When Politicians
Panicked, Tamny makes a relentless case that free people don’t just produce
the wealth that renders today’s killers yesterday’s news. They also produce
crucial information about health threats that shine a light on that which threatens
us. Lockdowns suffocate economic progress, but they also blind us to how we
can progress—as Tamny makes plain in what will go down as an essential history
for anyone seeking to understand the coronavirus panic of 2020.
A provocative, comprehensive analysis of Vladimir Putin and Russia's master
plan to destroy democracy in the age of Donald Trump. In the greatest
intelligence operation in the history of the world, Donald Trump was made
President of the United States with the assistance of a foreign power. For the first
time, The Plot to Destroy Democracy reveals the dramatic story of how blackmail,
espionage, assassination, and psychological warfare were used by Vladimir Putin
and his spy agencies to steal the 2016 U.S. election -- and attempted to bring
about the fall of NATO, the European Union, and western democracy. It will show
how Russia and its fifth column allies tried to flip the cornerstones of democracy
in order to re-engineer the world political order that has kept most of the world
free since 1945. Career U.S. Intelligence officer Malcolm Nance will examine how
Russia has used cyber warfare, political propaganda, and manipulation of our
perception of reality -- and will do so again -- to weaponize American news,
traditional media, social media, and the workings of the internet to attack and
break apart democratic institutions from within, and what we can expect to come
should we fail to stop their next attack. Nance has utilized top secret Russiansourced political and hybrid warfare strategy documents to demonstrate the
master plan to undermine American institutions that has been in effect from the
Cold War to the present day. Based on original research and countless
interviews with espionage experts, Nance examines how Putin's recent hacking
accomplished a crucial first step for destabilizing the West for Russia, and why
Putin is just the man to do it. Nance exposes how Russia has supported the
campaigns of right-wing extremists throughout both the U.S. and Europe to
leverage an axis of autocracy, and how Putin's agencies have worked since 2010
to bring fringe candidate Donald Trump into elections. Revelatory, insightful, and
shocking, The Plot To Destroy Democracy puts a professional spy lens on Putin's
plot and unravels it play-by-play. In the end, he provides a better understanding
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of why Putin's efforts are a serious threat to our national security and global
alliances -- in much more than one election -- and a blistering indictment of
Putin's puppet, President Donald J. Trump.
Bill Bryson meets Thomas Frank in this deeply insightful, unexpectedly hilarious
story of how politicians hijacked American democracy and how we can take it
back The democracy you live in today is different—completely different—from the
democracy you were born into. You probably don't realize just how radically your
republic has been altered during your lifetime. Yet more than any policy issue,
political trend, or even Donald Trump himself, our redesigned system of
government is responsible for the peril America faces today. What explains the
gap between what We, the People want and what our elected leaders do? How
can we fix our politics before it's too late? And how can we truly understand the
state of our democracy without wanting to crawl under a rock? That's what former
Obama speechwriter David Litt set out to answer. Poking into forgotten corners of
history, translating political science into plain English, and traveling the country to
meet experts and activists, Litt explains how the world’s greatest experiment in
democracy went awry. (He also tries to crash a party at Mitch McConnell’s
former frat house. It goes poorly.) The result of Litt's journey is something you
might not have thought possible: a page-turner about the political process. You'll
meet the Supreme Court justice charged with murder, learn how James
Madison's college roommate broke the Senate, encounter a citrus thief who
embodies what's wrong with our elections, and join Belle the bill as she tries to
become a law (a quest far more harrowing than the one in Schoolhouse Rock!).
Yet despite his clear-eyed assessment of the dangers we face, Litt remains
audaciously optimistic. He offers a to-do list of bold yet achievable changes—a
blueprint for restoring the balance of power in America before it's too late.
What is democracy really? What do we mean when we use the term? And can it
ever truly exist? Astra Taylor, hailed as a “New Civil Rights Leader” by the Los
Angeles Times, provides surprising answers. There is no shortage of democracy,
at least in name, and yet it is in crisis everywhere we look. From a cabal of
plutocrats in the White House to gerrymandering and dark-money compaign
contributions, it is clear that the principle of government by and for the people is
not living up to its promise. The problems lie deeper than any one election cycle.
As Astra Taylor demonstrates, real democracy—fully inclusive and completely
egalitarian—has in fact never existed. In a tone that is both philosophical and
anecdotal, weaving together history, theory, the stories of individuals, and
interviews with such leading thinkers as Cornel West and Wendy Brown, Taylor
invites us to reexamine the term. Is democracy a means or an end, a process or
a set of desired outcomes? What if those outcomes, whatever they may
be—peace, prosperity, equality, liberty, an engaged citizenry—can be achieved by
non-democratic means? In what areas of life should democratic principles apply?
If democracy means rule by the people, what does it mean to rule and who
counts as the people? Democracy's inherent paradoxes often go unnamed and
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unrecognized. Exploring such questions, Democracy May Not Exist offers a
better understanding of what is possible, what we want, why democracy is so
hard to realize, and why it is worth striving for.
Against DemocracyNew PrefacePrinceton University Press
Copyright: b5035160b57aa87f5823c5f318294a39

Page 15/15

Copyright : payburner.com

