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Subject Theme And Agent In Modern Standard Arabic
The overarching theme of this volume is the formal expression of the range and limits of
ergativity. The book contains cutting-edge theoretical papers by top authors in the field, who
also conduct original field work and bring new data to light. It contains articles that apply the
most recent theoretical tools to the area of ergativity, and then explore the issues that emerge.
Languages investigated in the text include Basque, Georgian, and Hindi.
The papers in this volume focus on the impact of information structure on language acquisition,
thereby taking different linguistic approaches into account. They start from an empirical point of
view, and examine data from natural first and second language acquisition, which cover a wide
range of varieties, from early learner language to native speaker production and from gesture
to Creole prototypes. The central theme is the interplay between principles of information
structure and linguistic structure and its impact on the functioning and development of the
learner's system. The papers examine language-internal explanatory factors and in particular
the communicative and structural forces that push and shape the acquisition process, and its
outcome. On the theoretical level, the approach adopted appeals both to formal and
communicative constraints on a learner’s language in use. Two empirical domains provide a
'testing ground' for the respective weight of grammatical versus functional determinants in the
acquisition process: (1) the expression of finiteness and scope relations at the utterance level
and (2) the expression of anaphoric relations at the discourse level.
Broca's region has been in the news ever since scientists realized that particular cognitive
functions could be localized to parts of the cerebral cortex. Its discoverer, Paul Broca, was one
of the first researchers to argue for a direct connection between a concrete behavior--in this
case, the use of language--and a specific cortical region. Today, Broca's region is perhaps the
most famous part of the human brain, and for over a century, has persisted as the focus of
intense research and numerous debates. The name has even penetrated mainstream culture
through popular science and the theater. Broca's region is famous for a good reason: As
language is one of the most distinctive human traits, the cognitive mechanisms that support it
and the tissues in which these mechanisms are housed are also quite complex, and so have
the potential to reveal a lot not only about how words, phrases, sentences, and grammatical
rules are instantiated in neural tissue, but also, and more broadly, about how brain function
relates to behavior. Paul Broca's discoveries were an important, driving force behind the more
general effort to relate complex behavior to particular parts of the cerebral cortex, which,
significantly, produced the first brain maps. These early studies also, however, suffered from
the use of crude techniques, definitions, and distinctions, as well as from ill founded and
misdirected assumptions. Although much has been discovered since Broca's work, even today,
these problems have not been completely solved. Nonetheless, particularly as a result of
important advances made in neuroimaging during the past two decades, Broca's region and all
language areas are currently being investigated from every angle. Indeed, as the volume of
research into the relations between brain and language has created several communities, each
with its own concepts, methods, and considerations, it seemed that it was time to stop, get
together, and reflect on the state of the art. This book is the result of that collective reflection,
which took place primarily at the Broca's Region Workshop, held in Jülich and Aachen,
Germany, in June 2004. In it, Yosef Grodzinsky and Katrin Amunts tried to accomplish a nearly
impossible task: to mix intellectual traditions and cultures, and juxtapose rather disparate
bodies of knowledge, styles of reasoning, and forms of argumentation. Participants were
scientists with diverse backgrounds; each invited to contribute his/her particular take, with the
hope that a coherent, perhaps even novel, picture would emerge. All of the participants have a
special interest in Broca's Region, and represent the myriad angles from which we currently
approach it: neuroanatomy, physiology, evolutionary biology, cognitive psychology, clinical
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neurology, functional imaging, speech and language research, computational biology, and
psycho-, neuro-, and theoretical linguistics. The book's main chapters are the contributions of
the Workshop's participants and their research teams. Parts of the discussion during the
Workshop are included to underscore the richness of viewpoints, and to give readers an idea
of the level of interaction that took place. As Broca's region is such a historically significant
concept and rich area, this book contains a collection of classic and recent-yet-classic papers.
Along with cutting-edge science, Grodzinsky and Amunts want to remind readers of the
celebrated past from which much can be learned. The historical chapters include the first two
papers written by Paul Broca, as well some work by two of the most important neurologists of
the nineteenth century, Ludwig Lichtheim and John Hughlings-Jackson. Also included are parts
of twentieth century papers by Korbinian Brodmann, Roman Jakobson, Norman Geschwind,
Harold Goodglass, and Jay Mohr. Because this book both reflects the state of the art in Broca'sregion research and contains a tribute to its celebrated past, it will be a valuable resource for
student and professional researchers. It will also stimulate further interdisciplinary research,
which is a significant contribution, as the project called "Broca's region," encompassing the
study of brain/language relations, is far from finished.
Presenting the linguistic basis for courses and projects on translation, contrastive linguistics,
stylistics, reading and discourse studies, this book illustrates grammatical usage through
authentic texts from a range of sources, both spoken and written. This new edition has been
thoroughly rewritten and redesigned to include many new texts and examples of language in
use. Key features include: chapters divided into modules of class-length materials; a wide
variety of authentic texts and transcriptions to illustrate points of grammar and to contextualise
structure; clear chapter and module summaries enabling efficient class preparation and
student revision; exercises and topics for individual study; answer key for analytical exercises;
comprehensive index; select biography; suggestions for further reading; and a companion
website. This up-to-date descriptive grammar is a complete course for first degree and
postgraduate students of English, and is particularly suited for those whose native language is
not English.
The SAGE Encyclopedia of Human Communication Sciences and Disorders is an in-depth
encyclopedia aimed at students interested in interdisciplinary perspectives on human
communication—both normal and disordered—across the lifespan. This timely and unique set
will look at the spectrum of communication disorders, from causation and prevention to testing
and assessment; through rehabilitation, intervention, and education. Examples of the
interdisciplinary reach of this encyclopedia: A strong focus on health issues, with topics such
as Asperger's syndrome, fetal alcohol syndrome, anatomy of the human larynx, dementia, etc.
Including core psychology and cognitive sciences topics, such as social development, stigma,
language acquisition, self-help groups, memory, depression, memory, Behaviorism, and
cognitive development Education is covered in topics such as cooperative learning, special
education, classroom-based service delivery The editors have recruited top researchers and
clinicians across multiple fields to contribute to approximately 640 signed entries across four
volumes.
An introduction to syntactic theory and analysis.
This book is a grammatical description of Koromu (or Kesawai), an endangered and previously
undescribed language in Papua New Guinea's Ramu Valley. Koromu belongs to the Madang
subgroup of the putative Trans New Guinea family. The grammar covers the structures of the
language, with an emphasis on information structure. Geographic, linguistic, social and
historical setting are described as well as phonology and morphophonology. The book
examines the morphosyntactic structures of the language, covering basic clause structure,
word classes, phrase structures and structures of spatial reference, verbal morphology, serial
verb constructions, experiencer object constructions and the various constructions of clause
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combining (clause chaining, complement clauses, adverbial and relative clauses). Chapters
also deal with noun phrase (non)realisation and morphological signaling of prominence and
show how links and tails are encoded grammatically. Appendices contain texts and a wordlist.
In the general area of style study or stylistics there is no shortage of ideas, definitions or
published works. It is hoped, in the present volume, to contribute to the prosperity of the
discipline mainly by clarifying and exemplifying how pragmatic considerations may be relevant
to any study of style, in the conviction that pragmastylistics is more interesting and useful than
stylistics on its own. The starting point must be a brief survey of the definitions and style and
stylistics. The very form of the latter term suggests a scientific and orderly, rather than an
intuitive or impressionistic, investigation of style. There are two separate levels of study: one, a
general, methodical and scientific discipline; the other, an application of its methods or
postulates to the analysis of the ‘style’ of a specific utterance, text, speaker, writer, movement
or period. It is clear that, in order to approach either, we must first attempt to understand style.

This book considers the evolution of the grammatical structure of words in the
more general contexts of human evolution and the origins of language. The
consensus in many fields is that language is well designed for its purpose, and
became so either through natural selection or by virtue of non-biological
constraints on how language must be structured. Andrew Carstairs-McCarthy
argues that in certain crucial respects language is not optimally designed. This
can be seen, he suggests, in the existence of not one but two kinds of
grammatical organization - syntax and morphology - and in the morphological
and morpho-phonological complexity which leads to numerous departures from
the one-form-one-meaning principle. Having discussed the issue of good and bad
design in a wider biological context, the author shows that conventional
explanations for the nature of morphology do not work. Its poor design features
arose, he argues, from two characteristics present when the ancestors of modern
humans had a vocabulary but no grammar. One of these was a synonymyavoidance expectation, while the other was an articulatory and phonological
apparatus that encouraged the development of new synonyms. Morphology
developed in response to these conflicting pressures. In this stimulating and
carefully argued account Professor McCarthy offers a powerful challenge to
conventional views of the relationship between syntax and morphology, to the
adaptationist view of language evolution, and to the notion that language in some
way reflects 'laws of form'. This fundamental contribution to understanding the
nature and evolution of language will be of wide interest to linguists of all
theoretical persuasions as well as to scholars in cognitive science and
anthropology.
This study breaks new ground in describing how various linguistic and pragmatic
mechanisms affect both the form of the narrative clause and the arrangement of
the grammatical elements. The various possible forms that a narrative clause can
take are classified in terms of their 'topic-comment' and 'focus-presupposition',
and it is argued that the way in which these are articulated dictates the word
order in the clause. The outcome of the study demonstrates that the traditional
binary distinction between foreground and background, based purely on verb
forms, is inadequate. A new model is offered showing how foregrounding is
Page 3/10

Access Free Subject Theme And Agent In Modern Standard Arabic
achieved by exploiting cognitive structures or by using specific evaluative
devices.
This book presents an innovative analysis that relates informational structure,
syntax and morphology in Quechua. It provides a minimalist account of the
relationship between focus, topic, evidentiality and other left-peripheral features
and sentence-internal constituents marked with suffixes that have been
previously considered of a pragmatic nature. Intervention effects show that these
relationships are also of a syntactic nature. The analysis is extended to
morphological markers that appear on polarity sensitive items and wh-words. The
book also provides a brief overview of the main characteristics of Quechua
syntax as well as additional bibliographical information.
The book investigates the synatctic distribution of the Algonquian Conjuct verb
from the theoretical perspective of the Minimalist Program.
Assuming no prior knowledge, Understanding Syntax illustrates the major
concepts, categories and terminology associated with the study of cross-linguistic
syntax. A theory-neutral and descriptive viewpoint is taken throughout. Starting
with an overview of what syntax is, the book moves on to an explanation of word
classes (such as noun, verb, adjective) and then to a discussion of sentence
structure in the world’s languages. Grammatical constructions and relationships
between words in a clause are explained and thoroughly illustrated, including
grammatical relations such as subject and object; function-changing processes
such as the passive and antipassive; case and agreement processes, including
both ergative and accusative alignments; verb serialization; head-marking and
dependent-marking grammars; configurational and non-configurational
languages; questions and relative clauses. The final chapter explains and
illustrates the principles involved in writing a brief syntactic sketch of a language,
enabling the reader to construct a grammatical sketch of a language known to
them. Data from approximately 100 languages appears in the text, with
languages representing widely differing geographical areas and distinct language
families. The book will be essential for courses in cross-linguistic syntax,
language typology, and linguistic fieldwork, as well as for basic syntactic
description.
This work examines the symbolism of fantasy fiction, literal and figurative
representation in fantastic film adaptations, and the imaginative differences
between page and screen. Essays focus on movies adapted from various types
of fantasy fiction--novels, short stories and graphic novels--and study the
transformation and literal translation from text to film in the Lord of the Rings, The
Chronicles of Narnia, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Howl's Moving Castle,
Finding Neverland, The Wizard of Oz, Wicked and Practical Magic.
This is the first book on the acquisition of Spanish that provides a state-of-the-art
comprehensive overview of Spanish morphosyntactic development in
monolingual and bilingual situations. Its content is organized around key
grammatical themes that form the empirical base of research in generative
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grammar: nominal and verbal inflectional morphology, subject and object
pronouns, complex structures involving movement (topicalizations, questions,
relative clauses), and aspects of verb meaning that have consequences for
syntax. The book argues that Universal Grammar constrains all instances of
language acquisition and that there is a fundamental continuity between
monolingual, bilingual, child and adult early grammatical systems. While
stressing their similarities with respect to linguistic representations and
processes, the book also considers important differences between these three
acquisition situations with respect to the outcome of acquisition. It is also shown
that many linguistic properties of Spanish are acquired earlier than in English and
other languages. This book is a must read for those interested in the acquisition
of Spanish from different theoretical perspectives as well as those working on the
acquisition of other languages in different contexts.
`...an impressively wide - and relatively theory neutral - introduction to the field,
whilst maintaining interest and clarity throughout. It is particularly strong in its use
of cross-linguistic data from a wide variety of languages, which should appeal to
those studying linguistics. Undergraduates will find it accessible and engaging,
but there is also sufficient content to challenge more advanced students.' Bethan
Davies, University of Leeds
This large-scale work is the application of modern theories of discourse analysis
to questions of Greek grammar, especially with respect to the debate over the
literary integrity of Philippians. Chapter 1 introduces the linguistic theory of
discourse analysis, defining key terms, sketching its historical evolution and
outlining its major tenets. Chapter 2 sets forth a model of discourse analysis
primarily based on the systemic functional theories of M.A.K. Halliday. Chapter 3
outlines the historical-critical debate over the literary integrity of Philippians.
Chapter 4 inspects the genre of Philippians, challenging rhetorical approaches to
the text and proposing instead an epistolary classification, viz. 'personal,
hortatory letter'. Chapter 5 focuses on the discourse structure of the letter,
investigating its use of ideational, interpersonal and textual functions of
Hellenistic Greek. In chapter 6, relevant issues of biblical hermeneutics are
addressed.
Esta obra de referencia en inglés de gramática española te ayudará a: Comprender las reglas gramaticales para mejorar la comunicación - Aprender
cómo utilizar los sustantivos, adjetivos, pronombres, verbos, adverbios,
preposiciones y conjunciones - Estructurar las frases de forma correcta gracias a
sus explicaciones, claras y sencillas - Prepararte para los exámenes o ampliar lo
aprendido en classe
Subject, Theme and Agent in Modern Standard ArabicSubject, Theme and Agent
in Modern Standard ArabicRoutledge
Nominative-accusative and ergative are two common alignment types found
across languages. In the former type, the subject of an intransitive verb and the
subject of a transitive verb are expressed the same way, and differently from the
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object of a transitive. In ergative languages, the subject of an intransitive and the
object of a transitive appear in the same form, the absolutive, and the transitive
subject has a special, ergative, form. Ergative languages often follow very
different patterns, thus evading a uniform description and analysis. A simple
explanation for that has to do with the idea that ergative languages, much as their
nominative-accusative counterparts, do not form a uniform class. In this book,
Maria Polinsky argues that ergative languages instantiate two main types, the
one where the ergative subject is a prepositional phrase (PP-ergatives) and the
one with a noun-phrase ergative. Each type is internally consistent and is
characterized by a set of well-defined properties. The book begins with an
analysis of syntactic ergativity, which as Polinsky argues, is a manifestation of
the PP-ergative type. Polinsky discusses diagnostic properties that define PPs in
general and then goes to show that a subset of ergative expressions fit the profile
of PPs. Several alternative analyses have been proposed to account for syntactic
ergativity; the book presents and outlines these analyses and offers further
considerations in support of the PP-ergativity approach. The book then discusses
the second type, DP-ergative languages, and traces the diachronic connection
between the two types. The book includes two chapters illustrating paradigm PPergative and DP-ergative languages: Tongan and Tsez. The data used in these
descriptions come from Polinsky's original fieldwork hence presenting new
empirical facts from both languages.
Language is primarily a tool for communication, yet many textbooks still treat
English grammar as simply a set of rules and facts to be memorised by rote. This
new textbook is made for students who are frustrated with this approach and
would like instead to understand grammar and how it works. Why are there two
future tenses in English? What are auxiliaries and why are they so confusing?
Why are English motion verbs hard to use? Why are determiners so important in
English? These and many other frequently asked questions are answered in this
handy guide. Student learning is supported with numerous exercises, chapter
summaries and suggestions for further reading. An accompanying website offers
further resources, including additional classroom exercises and a chance to
interact with the author. It is the essential grammar toolkit for students of English
language and linguistics and future teachers of English as a Second Language.
The purpose of this book is to provide a general introduction to Systemic
Linguistics in the form of essays written by leading figures in the field. These are,
with one exception, not previously published, and taken together they constitute a
comprehensive coverage of the diverse interests of current systemic theory. The
volume contains bibliographies and an index.
Syntactic Development presents a broad critical survey of the research literature
on child language development. Giving balanced coverage to both theoretical
and empirical issues, William O'Grady constructs an up-to-date picture of how
children acquire the syntax of English. Part 1 offers an overview of the
developmental data pertaining to a range of syntactic phenomena, including word
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order, subject drop, embedded clauses, wh-questions, inversion, relative clauses,
passives, and anaphora. Part 2 considers the various theories that have been
advanced to explain the facts of development as well as the learnability problem,
reporting on work in the mainstream formalist framework but also considering the
results of alternative approaches. Covering a wide range of perspectives in the
modern study of syntactic development, this book is an invaluable reference for
specialists in the field of language acquisition and provides an excellent
introduction to the acquisition of syntax for students and researchers in
psychology, linguistics, and cognitive science.
The book guides students through the basic concepts involved in syntactic
analysis and goes on to prepare them for further work in any syntactic theory,
using examples from a range of phenomena in human languages. It also includes
a chapter on theories of syntax.
This volume is a comprehensive, up-to-date, and readable introduction to linguistic
meaning. While partial to conceptual and typological approaches, the book also
presents results from formal approaches. Throughout, the focus is on grammatical
meaning -- the way languages delineate universal semantic space and encode it in
grammatical form. Subjects covered by the author include: the domain of linguistic
semantics and the basic tools, assumptions, and issues of semantic analysis; semantic
properties of entities, events, and thematic roles; language and space; tense, aspect,
and the internal structure and temporal ordering of events; modality, negation, and the
epistemology of the speaker; and modification and attribution. In contrast to most
current treatments of semantics, this book is accessible to the beginning student of
semantics and linguistics and also useful to the advanced practitioner. A textbook and
reference work in a single volume, it can be used in a number of disciplines:
psychology, computer science, and anthropology as well as linguistics.
This collection of papers brings together the most recent crosslinguistic research on the
syntax of verb-initial languages. Authors with a variety of theoretical perspectives
pursue the questions of how verb-initial order is derived, and how these derivations play
into the characteristic syntax of these languages. Major themes in the volume include
the role of syntactic category in languages with verb-initial order; the different
mechanisms of deriving V-initial order; and the universal correlates of the order. This
book should be of interest to scholars who work on theoretical approaches to word
order derivation, typologists, and those who work on the particular grammars of Celtic,
Zapotec, Mixtec, Polynesian, Austronesian, Mayan, Salish, Aboriginal, and Nilotic
languages.
This volume investigates the implications of the study of populations other than
educated, middle-class, normal children and languages other than English on a
universal theory of language acquisition. Because the authors represent different
theoretical orientations, their contributions permit the reader to appreciate the full
spectrum of language acquisition research. Emphasis is placed on the principle ways in
which data from pathology and from a variety of languages may affect universal
statements. The contributors confront some of the major theoretical issues in
acquisition.
The second edition of The Handbook of Contemporary Semantic Theory presents a
Page 7/10

Access Free Subject Theme And Agent In Modern Standard Arabic
comprehensive introduction to cutting-edge research in contemporary theoretical and
computational semantics. Features completely new content from the first edition of The
Handbook of Contemporary Semantic Theory Features contributions by leading
semanticists, who introduce core areas of contemporary semantic research, while
discussing current research Suitable for graduate students for courses in semantic
theory and for advanced researchers as an introduction to current theoretical work
The series is a platform for contributions of all kinds to this rapidly developing field.
General problems are studied from the perspective of individual languages, language
families, language groups, or language samples. Conclusions are the result of a
deepened study of empirical data. Special emphasis is given to little-known languages,
whose analysis may shed new light on long-standing problems in general linguistics.
Investigates the universal categories 'subject', 'theme', and 'agent' with special
reference to their functional status in Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) and how these
three distinct functions may or may not coincide in Arabic sentences. These functions
are inexplicitly characterised by classical and modern Arab linguists and Arabists alike.
It has been found that the pre- (viz. sentence - initial) or post-verbal noun phrase (NP)
in Arabic can be assigned the syntactic function 'subject' but may not necessarily
assume the semantic function 'agent', that the pre-verbal NP, which may not
necessarily be the 'subject', has the pragmatic function 'theme', and that these distinct
functions sometimes cluster around a single NP in certain sentences, depending on
genre. It has also been found that in MSA the order of sentence constituents is
relatively free, subject to a verb-initial preference, especially when needed to prevent
ambiguity. The present study reveals the fact that although coding features such as
word order, case marking, and cross-referencing (viz. agreement) may provide a clear
indication of which NPs are 'subjects' in MSA, they do not provide a clear-cut indication
of semantic relations such as 'agent'; the 'subject' position in MSA is not necessarily the
canonical 'agent' position.
This text is designed for undergraduate and graduate students interested in
contemporary English, especially those whose primary area of interest is English as a
second language. Focus is placed exclusively on English data, providing an empirical
explication of the structure of the language.
This study continues the adaptation of the method of Case Frame analysis for the
investigation of the Greek text of the New Testament. Case Frame analysis
distinguishes the words of a language into two categories, predicators [words that
require completion by other words for their correct grammatical use] and nonpredicators [words that do not require such completion], and provides rigorous
procedures for describing the syntactic, semantic, and lexical requirements that
predicators impose on the words that complete their meaning. The inclusion of
semantic function and feature descriptions in Case Frame analysis permits the
development of a new genre of lexicon that specifies not only syntactic and lexical
information (as do traditional dictionaries) but detailed semantic information. The
resulting Case Frame lexicon entries are both more compact and more nuanced than
traditional lexicon entries. Danove conducts an exhaustive Case Frame analysis of the
ditransitive verbs of transference in the New Testament. He uses this analysis to
develop a set of descriptive guidelines for interpreting and translating the various
usages of ditransitive verbs of transference and applies these rules in exegetical
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studies of the text of the New Testament to generate a Case Frame lexicon of the verbs
of transference in the New Testament. This study will distinguish the requirements of
the 127 New Testament verbs of transference according to four syntactic functions,
twelve semantic functions, and 22 lexical realizations. This will permit a rigorous
investigation of all occurrences of verbal complements with the same syntactic,
semantic, and lexical attributes. The study also will consider the influence of one
semantic feature [an inherent quality of words that has implications for their lexical
realization] and of the ‘intrusion' of four grammatical constructions [inherent structuring
templates of grammar that govern syntactic, semantic, and lexical attributes and modify
meaning] on each category of complements with the same syntactic, semantic and
lexical description. This will produce a rigorous description of meaning that becomes
the basis for Danove's contributions to the linguistic study of biblical Greek and to the
exegesis of biblical texts.
A lot of what we know about “exotic languages” is owed to the linguistic activities of
missionaries. They had the languages put into writing, described their grammar and lexicon,
and worked towards a standardization, which often came with Eurocentric manipulation.
Colonial missionary work as intellectual (religious) conquest formed part of the Europeans'
political colonial rule, although it sometimes went against the specific objectives of the official
administration. In most cases, it did not help to stop (or even reinforced) the displacement and
discrimination of those languages, despite oftentimes providing their very first (sometimes
remarkable, sometimes incorrect) descriptions. This volume presents exemplary studies on
Catholic and Protestant missionary linguistics, in the framework of the respective colonial
situation and policies under Spanish, German, or British rule. The contributions cover colonial
contexts in Latin America, Africa, and Asia across the centuries. They demonstrate how
missionaries dealing with linguistic analyses and descriptions cooperated with colonial
institutions and how their linguistic knowledge contributed to European domination.
Typological differences in the formation of multiple Wh-questions are well-known. One option is
fronting all Wh-phrases to the sentence periphery. The contributions to this volume all explore
this option from a number of perspectives. Topics covered include finer investigations of the
“classic” multiple Wh-fronting languages (such as the South Slavic languages Bulgarian and
Serbo-Croatian), extensions to less well studied languages (Basque, Malagasy, Persian,
Yiddish), explorations for languages that don’t obviously fall into this category (German,
Hungarian), peripheral effects (optionality of fronting, Superiority vs. Anti-Superiority etc.),
interface issues (with semantics, pragmatics, and phonology), and simply theoretical
approaches aiming to capture the mechanisms involved in multiple Wh-fronting strategies. The
theoretical framework adopted throughout is the Minimalist Program, viewed from different
angles. This volume brings together some of the leading experts on the syntax of Whquestions and offers up-to-date analyses of the topic. It will be indispensable for scholars
investigating multiple Wh-questions, and will find an appropriate audience in advanced
students and faculty alike.
This book analyzes the form and function of the English passive from a verb-based point of
view. It takes the position that the various surface forms of the passive (with or without
thematic subject, with or without object, with or without by-phrase, with or without auxiliary)
have a common source and are determined by the interplay of the syntactic properties of the
verb and general syntactic principles. Each structural element of the passive construction is
examined separately, and the participle is considered the only defining component of the
passive. Special emphasis is put on the existenc.
The architecture of the human language faculty has been one of the main foci of the linguistic
research of the last half century. This branch of linguistics, broadly known as Generative
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Grammar, is concerned with the formulation of explanatory formal accounts of linguistic
phenomena with the ulterior goal of gaining insight into the properties of the 'language organ'.
The series comprises high quality monographs and collected volumes that address such
issues. The topics in this series range from phonology to semantics, from syntax to information
structure, from mathematical linguistics to studies of the lexicon.
Biblical and Ancient Greek Linguistics (BAGL) is an international journal that exists to further
the application of modern linguistics to the study of Ancient and Biblical Greek, with a particular
focus on the analysis of texts, including but not restricted to the Greek New Testament. The
journal is hosted by McMaster Divinity College and works in conjunction with its Centre for
Biblical Linguistics, Translation and Exegesis, and the OpenText.org organization
(www.opentext.org) in the sponsoring of conferences and symposia open to scholars and
students working in Greek linguistics who are interested in contributing to advancing the
discussion and methods of the field of research. BAGL is a refereed on-line and print journal
dedicated to distributing the results of significant research in the area of linguistic theory and
application to biblical and ancient Greek, and is open to all scholars, not just those connected
to the Centre and the OpenText.org project.
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