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Written by eleven contributors of international
standing, this book offers a readable and
authoritative account of Europe's turbulent history
from the French Revolution in the late eighteenth
century to the present day. Each chapter portrays
both change and continuity, revolutions and stability,
and covers the political, economic, social, cultural,
and military life of Europe. This book provides a
better understanding of modern Europe, how it came
to be what it is, and where it may be going in the
future.
The Oxford History of the British Empire is a major
new assessment of the Empire in the light of recent
scholarship and the progressive opening of historical
records. From the founding of colonies in North
America and the West Indies in the seventeenth
century to the reversion of Hong Kong to China at
the end of the twentieth, British imperialism was a
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catalyst for far-reaching change. The Oxford History
Seventeenth Century To The Close Of The
of the British Empire as a comprehensive study
Seventeenth Century Vol 1
helps us to understand the end of Empire in relation
to its beginning, the meaning of British imperialism
for the ruled as well as for the rulers, and the
significance of the British Empire as a theme in world
history. This fifth and final volume shows how
opinions have changed dramatically over the
generations about the nature, role, and value of
imperialism generally, and the British Empire more
specifically. The distinguished team of contributors
discuss the many and diverse elements which have
influenced writings on the Empire: the pressure of
current events, access to primary sources, the
creation of relevant university chairs, the rise of
nationalism in former colonies, decolonization, and
the Cold War. They demonstrate how the study of
empire has evolved from a narrow focus on
constitutional issues to a wide-ranging enquiry about
international relations, the uses of power, and
impacts and counterimpacts between settler groups
and native peoples. The result is a thoughtprovoking cultural and intellectual inquiry into how
we understand the past, and whether this
understanding might affect the way we behave in the
future.
The period from the emergence of the Greek citystate in the eighth century BC to the reign of
Alexander the Great and the establishment of Greek
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monarchies was one unparalleled in history for its
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brilliance in literature, philosophy, and the visual arts.
Seventeenth Century Vol 1
This book reproduces the text of the hugely
successful Oxford History of the Classical World:
Greece and the Hellenistic World in a standard
paperback form. Written by a team of leading
classical scholars, it includes chapters on political
and social history, Homer, Greek myth, drama,
science, and the great philosophers. All the original
line drawings and maps have been retained, and an
eight-page plate section has been specially selected
for this edition by Sir John Boardman. - ;The period
from the emergence of the Greek city-state in the
eighth century BC to the reign of Alexander the
Great and the establishment of Greek monarchies
was one unparalleled in history for its brilliance in
literature, philosophy, and the visual arts. This book
reproduces the text of the hugely successful Oxford
History of the Classical World: Greece and the
Hellenistic World in a standard paperback form.
Written by a team of leading classical scholars, it
includes chapters on political and social history,
Homer, Greek myth, drama, science, and the great
philosophers. All the original line drawings and maps
have been retained, and an eight-page plate section
has been specially selected for this edition by Sir
John Boardman. Covers the different geographical areas of the Viking
world, and traces the Viking story from the first raids
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the eighth century to the establishing of permanent
Seventeenth Century Vol 1
settlements
"The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East offers a
comprehensive and fully illustrated survey of the
history of Egypt and Western Asia (Levant, Anatolia,
Mesopotamia and Iran) in five volumes, from the
emergence of complex states to the conquest of
Alexander of Great. The authors represent a highly
international mix of leading academics whose
expertise brings alive the people, places and times
of the remote past. The emphasis lies firmly on the
political and social histories of the states and
communities under investigation. The individual
chapters present the key textual and material
sources underpinning the historical reconstruction,
giving special attention to the most recent
archaeological finds and how they have impacted
our interpretation. The first volume covers the long
period from the mid-tenth millennium to the late third
millennium BC and presents the history of the Near
East in ten chapters "From the Beginnings to Old
Kingdom Egypt and the Dynasty of Akkad". Key
topics include the domestication of animals and
plants, the first permanent settlements, the
subjugation and appropriation of the natural
environment, the emergence of complex states and
belief systems, the invention of the earliest writing
systems and the wide-ranging trade networks that
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mountains and oceans"-Seventeenth Century Vol 1
The Renaissance is one of the most celebrated
periods in European history. But when did it begin?
When did it end? And what did it include?
Traditionally regarded as a revival of classical art
and learning, centred upon fifteenth-century Italy,
views of the Renaissance have changed
considerably in recent decades. The glories of
Florence and the art of Raphael and Michelangelo
remain an important element of the Renaissance
story, but they are now only a part of a much wider
story which looks beyond an exclusive focus on high
culture, beyond the Italian peninsula, and beyond the
fifteenth century. The Oxford Illustrated History of the
Renaissance tells the cultural history of this broader
and longer Renaissance: from seminal figures such
as Dante and Giotto in thirteenth-century Italy, to the
waning of Spain's 'golden age' in the 1630s, and the
closure of the English theatres in 1642, the date
generally taken to mark the end of the English
literary Renaissance. Geographically, the story
ranges from Spanish America to Renaissance
Europe's encounter with the Ottomans—and far
beyond, to the more distant cultures of China and
Japan. And thematically, under Gordon Campbell's
expert editorial guidance, the volume covers the
whole gamut of Renaissance civilization, with
chapters on humanism and the classical tradition;
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war and the state; religion; art and architecture; the
Seventeenth Century To The Close Of The
performing arts; literature; craft and technology;
Seventeenth Century Vol 1
science and medicine; and travel and cultural
exchange.
Historiography can be a daunting term for those not
familiar with it. This book presents the key ideas
behind the term, in a clear and accessible fashion.
The opening chapters introduce the reader to the
practices that characterise the subject, while the final
chapters address the History of Nazism, Gender
History and Cultural History, and seek to
demonstrate that the historiographies of these subdisciplines grow and develop in response to changes
within society at large. This book aims to show that
History is not simply an academic subject, but an
active and contested factor shaping the nature of the
societies we live in. As politicians, in particular, seek
to validate their actions by drawing parallels between
the past and present, an ability to test these claims
for logic and coherence, and to assess the evidence
used to support them becomes not simply a valuable
academic skill, but a vital requirement for active
citizenship.
A history of modern warfare discusses the
techniques, technology, and theory of warfare from
the seventeenth century to today's high-tech
weaponry.
The Oxford Handbook of Historical Books of the Hebrew Bible
is a collection of essays that provide resources for the
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of these books that are deemed essential for interpretation or
that are representative of significant trends in present and
future scholarship. The individual essays are united by their
focus on two guiding questions: (1) What does this topic have
to do with the Old Testament Historical Books? and (2) How
does this topic help readers better interpret the Old
Testament Historical Books? Each essay critically surveys
prior scholarship before presenting current and prospective
approaches. Taking into account the ongoing debates
concerning the relationship between the Old Testament texts
and historical events in the ancient world, data from Assyrian,
Babylonian, and Persian culture and history are used to
provide a larger context for the content of the Historical
Books. Essays consider specific issues related to
Israelite/Judean history (settlement, state formation,
monarchy, forced migration, and return) as they relate to the
interpretation of the Historical Books. This volume also
explores the specific themes, concepts, and content that are
most essential for interpreting these books. In light of the
diverse material included in this section of the Old Testament,
the Handbook further examines interpretive strategies that
employ various redactional, synthetic, and theory-based
approaches. Beyond the Old Testament proper, subsequent
texts, traditions, and cultures often received and interpreted
the material in the Historical Books, and so the volume
concludes by investigating the literary, social, and theological
aspects of that reception.
The Oxford Illustrated History of the BookOxford University
Press
This is the most authoritative account of life in Medieval
Europe between the fall of the Roman Empire and the coming
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western civilization:
from the
empires
and kingdoms of
Charlemagne, the Byzantines, and the Hundred Years War,
to the ideals of the crusades, the building of great cathedrals
and the social catastrophe of the Black Death; the cultural
worlds of chivalric knights, popular festivals, and new art
forms. The chapters show the movement of the centre of
gravity in European life from the Mediterranean to the north;
and the authors explore the contrast between Byzantine and
Renaissance cultures in the south and the new, complex
political and social structures of north-west Europe, which by
1300 had the most advanced civilization the world had ever
seen.
Ranging from ancient times to the present, a survey of the
evolution of the prison explores its relationship to the history
of Western criminal law and offers a look at the social world of
prisoners over the centuries
The Oxford Illustrated History of Science is the first ever fully
illustrated global history of science, from Aristotle to the atom
bomb - and beyond. The first part of the book tells the story of
science in both East and West from antiquity to the
Enlightenment: from the ancient Mediterranean world to
ancient China; from the exchanges between Islamic and
Christian scholars in the Middle Ages to the Chinese
invention of gunpowder, paper, and the printing press; from
the Scientific Revolution of sixteenth and seventeenth century
Europe to the intellectual ferment of the eighteenth century.
The chapters that follow focus on the increasingly specialized
story of science since end of the eighteenth century, covering
experimental science in the laboratory from Michael Faraday
to CERN; the exploration of nature, from intrepid Victorian
explorers to twentieth century primatologists; the mapping of
the universe, from the discovery of Uranus to Big Bang
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beyond. A concluding chapter reflects on how scientists have
communicated their work to a wider public, from the Great
Exhibition of 1851 to the internet in the early twenty-first
century.
A survey of 4,500 years of international performance history
covers the significant movements, writers, performers, and
events from traditional and avant-garde theater
This fresh and readable account gives a complete history of
the University of Oxford, from its beginnings in the eleventh
century to the present day. Written by one of the leading
authorities on the history of universities internationally, it
traces Oxford's improbable rise from provincial backwater to
one of the world's leading centres of research and teaching.
Laurence Brockliss sees Oxford's history as one of
discontinuity as much as continuity, describing it in four
distinct parts. First he explores Oxford as 'The Catholic
University' in the centuries before the Reformation, when it
was principally a clerical studium serving the needs of the
Western church. Then as 'The Anglican University', in the
years from 1534 to 1845 when Oxford was confessionally
closed to other religions, it trained the next generation of
ministers of the Church of England, and acted as a finishing
school for the sons of the gentry and the well-to-do. After
1845 'The Imperial University' saw the emergence over the
following century of a new Oxford - a university which was still
elitist but now non-confessional; became open to women as
well as men; took students from all round the Empire; and
was held together at least until 1914 by a novel concept of
Christian service. The final part, 'The World University', takes
the story forward from 1945 to the present day, and describes
Oxford's development as a modern meritocratic and secular
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in the UK, Europe, and the world. This helps to show how
singular Oxford's evolution has been: a story not of
entitlement but of hard work, difficult decisions, and a creative
use of limited resources and advantages to keep its destiny in
its own hands.
The tenth anniversary edition of The Oxford History of Mexico
tells the fascinating story of Mexico as it has evolved from the
reign of the Aztecs through the twenty-first century. Available
for the first time in paperback, this magnificent volume covers
the nation's history in a series of essays written by an
international team of scholars. Essays have been revised to
reflect events of the past decade, recent discoveries, and the
newest advances in scholarship, while a new introduction
discusses such issues as immigration from Mexico to the
United States and the democratization implied by the defeat
of the official party in the 2000 and 2006 presidential
elections. Newly released to commemorate the bicentennial
of the Mexican War of Independence and the centennial of
the Mexican Revolution, this updated and redesigned volume
offers an affordable, accessible, and compelling account of
Mexico through the ages.

In Restless Giant, acclaimed historical author James
Patterson provides a crisp, concise assessment of
the twenty-seven years between the resignation of
Richard Nixon and the election of George W. Bush in
a sweeping narrative that seamlessly weaves
together social, cultural, political, economic, and
international developments. We meet the era's many
memorable figures and explore the "culture wars"
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between liberals and conservatives that appeared to
Seventeenth Century To The Close Of The
split the country in two. Patterson describes how
Seventeenth Century Vol 1
America began facing bewildering developments in
places such as Panama, Somalia, Bosnia, and Iraq,
and discovered that it was far from easy to direct the
outcome of global events, and at times even harder
for political parties to reach a consensus over what
attempts should be made. At the same time,
domestic issues such as the persistence of racial
tensions, high divorce rates, alarm over crime, and
urban decay led many in the media to portray the era
as one of decline. Patterson offers a more positive
perspective, arguing that, despite our often unmet
expectations, we were in many ways better off than
we thought. By 2000, most Americans lived more
comfortably than they had in the 1970s, and though
bigotry and discrimination were far from extinct, a
powerful rights consciousness insured that these
were less pervasive in American life than at any time
in the past. With insightful analyses and engaging
prose, Restless Giant captures this period of
American history in a way that no other book has,
illuminating the road that the United States traveled
from the dismal days of the mid-1970s through the
hotly contested election of 2000. The Oxford History
of the United States The Oxford History of the United
States is the most respected multi-volume history of
our nation. The series includes three Pulitzer Prize
winners, a New York Times bestseller, and winners
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Seventeenth Century To The Close Of The
Monthly has praised it as "the most distinguished
Seventeenth Century Vol 1
series in American historical scholarship," a series
that "synthesizes a generation's worth of historical
inquiry and knowledge into one literally state-of-theart book." Conceived under the general editorship of
C. Vann Woodward and Richard Hofstadter, and
now under the editorship of David M. Kennedy, this
renowned series blends social, political, economic,
cultural, diplomatic, and military history into coherent
and vividly written narrative.
Offers essays by leading scholars on the writing of
history globally during the early modern era, from
c.1400 to c.1800.
The Oxford Illustrated History of the Holy Land
covers the 3,000 years which saw the rise of
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam - and relates the
familiar stories of the sacred texts with the fruits of
modern scholarship. Beginning with the origins of the
people who became the Israel of theBible, it follows
the course of the ensuing millennia down to the time
when the Ottoman Empire succumbed to British and
French rule at the end of the First World War.Parts
of the story, especially as known from the Bible, will
be widely familiar. Less familiar are the ways in
which modern research, both from archaeology and
from other ancient sources, sometimes modify this
story historically. Better understanding, however,
enables us to appreciate crucialchapters in the story
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developed in the way that it did from the earlier
Seventeenth Century Vol 1
sovereign states of Israel and Judah and the
historical circumstances in which Christianity
emerged from its Jewish cradle. Later parts of the
story are vital not only for the history of Islam and its
relationships with the two older religions, but also for
the development of pilgrimage and religious tourism,
as well as the notions of sacred space and of holy
books with which we are still familiar today. From the
time ofNapoleon on, European powers came
increasingly to develop both cultural and political
interest in the region, culminating in the British and
French conquests which carved out the modern
states of the Middle East. Sensitive to the concerns
of those for whom the sacred books of Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam are of paramount religious
authority, the authors all try sympathetically to show
how historical information from other sources, as
well as scholarly study of the texts themselves,
enriches ourunderstanding of the history of the
region and its prominent position in the world's
cultural and intellectual history.
By 1216 the foundations of the English common law
had been laid. This book assesses the development
of law and society during the preceeding three
centuries, including the Norman Conquest of 1066. It
analyses the great legacy of the Anglo-Saxon realm,
the impact of Norman custom, and the energetic
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Seventeenth Century To The Close Of The
The Reformation was a seismic event in history,
Seventeenth Century Vol 1
whose consequences are still working themselves
out in Europe and across the world. The protests
against the marketing of indulgences staged by the
German monk Martin Luther in 1517 belonged to a
long-standing pattern of calls for internal reform and
renewal in the Christian Church. But they rapidly
took a radical and unexpected turn, engulfing first
Germany and then Europe as a whole in furious
arguments about how God's will was to be
discerned, and how humans were to be 'saved'.
However, these debates did not remain confined to a
narrow sphere of theology. They came to reshape
politics and international relations; social, cultural,
and artistic developments; relations between the
sexes; and the patterns and performances of
everyday life. They were also the stimulus for
Christianity's transformation into a truly global
religion, as agents of the Roman Catholic Church
sought to compensate for losses in Europe with new
conversions in Asia and the Americas. Covering both
Protestant and Catholic reform movements, in
Europe and across the wider world, this beautifully
illustrated volume tells the story of the Reformation
from its immediate, explosive beginnings, through to
its profound longer-term consequences and legacy
for the modern world. The story is not one of an
inevitable triumph of liberty over oppression,
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enlightenment over ignorance. Rather, it tells how a
Seventeenth Century To The Close Of The
multitude of rival groups and individuals, with or
Seventeenth Century Vol 1
without the support of political power, strove after
visions of 'reform'. And how, in spite of themselves,
they laid the foundations for the plural and conflicted
world we now inhabit.
Traces the history of Italy from the Roman Empire to
the present, and examines the connections between
Italian society, politics, and culture.
World War Two re-assessed for a new generation,
from the 1930s through to the beginnings of the Cold
War. This book provides a stimulating and thoughtprovoking new interpretation of one of the most
terrible episodes in world history.
Provides an overview of classical Greek and Roman
history, literature, art, philosophy, architecture,
religion, government, and daily life
The history of eastern European is dominated by the story of
the rise of the Russian empire, yet Russia only emerged as a
major power after 1700. For 300 years the greatest power in
Eastern Europe was the union between the kingdom of
Poland and the grand duchy of Lithuania, one of the longestlasting political unions in European history. Yet because it
ended in the late-eighteenth century in what are misleadingly
termed the Partitions of Poland, it barely features in standard
accounts of European history. The Making of the PolishLithuanian Union 1385-1569 tells the story of the formation of
a consensual, decentralised, multinational, and religiously
plural state built from below as much as above, that was
founded by peaceful negotiation, not war and conquest. From
its inception in 1385-6, a vision of political union was
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Despite the often bitter disagreements over the nature of the
union, these were nevertheless overcome by a republican
vision of a union of peoples in one political community of
citizens under an elected monarch. Robert Frost challenges
interpretations of the union informed by the idea that the
emergence of the sovereign nation state represents the
essence of political modernity, and presents the PolishLithuanian union as a case study of a composite state. The
modern history of Poland, Lithuania, Ukraine, and Belarus
cannot be understood without an understanding of the legacy
of the Polish-Lithuanian union. This volume is the first
detailed study of the making of that union ever published in
English.
Provides full and unprecedented coverage of a conventionally
neglected period in the history of the novel, in particular
taking advantage of recent major advances in scholarly
bibliography and editing. Considers major figures such as
Smollett, Sterne, Austen, and Scott, in a broad historical
context, leading to new interpretation and insights. Also
freshly tracks the emergence of a number of key subgenres,
such as the Jacobin novel; Gothic and Sentimental fiction,and
the National Tale, while examining relatively neglected fields
such magazine fiction, children's literature, and the shorter
tale. As a whole, maps the growing importance of the novel
as anational cultural institution, at a time when Britain became
a major exporter of fiction worldwide. The volume assembles
leading specialists in the field, originating from Britain and
Ireland, North America, Australasia, and continental Europe.
This lavishly illustrated volume explores the history of China
during a period of dramatic shifts and surprising
transformations, from the founding of the Qing Dynasty
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superpower on the verge of what promises to be the 'Chinese
century', introducing readers to important but often
overlooked events in China's past, such as the bloody Taiping
Civil War (1850-1864), which had a death toll far higher than
the roughly contemporaneous American Civil War. It also
helps readers see more familiar landmarks in Chinese history
in new ways, such as the Opium War (1839-1842), the Boxer
Uprising of 1900, the rise to power of the Chinese Communist
Party in 1949, and the Tiananmen protests and Beijing
Massacre of 1989. This is one of the first major efforts — and
in many ways the most ambitious to date — to come to terms
with the broad sweep of modern Chinese history, taking
readers from the origins of modern China right up through the
dramatic events of the last few years (the Beijing Games, the
financial crisis, and China's rise to global economic preeminence) which have so fundamentally altered Western
views of China and China's place in the world.
The Oxford History of the United States is the most respected
multivolume history of the American nation. In the newest
volume in the series, The Republic for Which It Stands,
acclaimed historian Richard White offers a fresh and
integrated interpretation of Reconstruction and the Gilded
Age as the seedbed of modern America. At the end of the
Civil War the leaders and citizens of the victorious North
envisioned the country's future as a free-labor republic, with a
homogenous citizenry, both black and white. The South and
West were to be reconstructed in the image of the North.
Thirty years later Americans occupied an unimagined world.
The unity that the Civil War supposedly secured had proved
ephemeral. The country was larger, richer, and more
extensive, but also more diverse. Life spans were shorter,
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as well as Protestant, and increasingly urban and industrial.
The "dangerous" classes of the very rich and poor expanded,
and deep differences -- ethnic, racial, religious, economic,
and political -- divided society. The corruption that gave the
Gilded Age its name was pervasive. These challenges also
brought vigorous efforts to secure economic, moral, and
cultural reforms. Real change -- technological, cultural, and
political -- proliferated from below more than emerging from
political leadership. Americans, mining their own traditions
and borrowing ideas, produced creative possibilities for
overcoming the crises that threatened their country. In a work
as dramatic and colorful as the era it covers, White narrates
the conflicts and paradoxes of these decades of disorienting
change and mounting unrest, out of which emerged a modern
nation whose characteristics resonate with the present day.
Interweaving key cultural, economic, social, and political
events, a history of the United States in the post-World War II
era ranges from 1945, through a turbulent period of economic
growth and social upheaval, to Watergate and Nixon's 1974
resignation
This new edition of the most authoritative, comprehensive
history of the French Revolution of 1789 draws on a
generation of extensive research and scholarly debate to
reappraise the most famous of all revolutions. Updates for
this second edition include a generous chronology of events,
plus an extended bibliographical essay providing an
examination of the historiography of the Revolution. Opening
with the accession of Louis XVI in 1774, the book traces the
history of France through revolution, terror, and counterrevolution, to the triumph of Napoleon in 1802, and analyses
the impact of events both in France itself and the rest of
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tragedy, not onlyCentury
for the ruling
but for the millions of
ordinary people all over Europe whose lives were disrupted
by religious upheaval, and civil and international war. It was
they who paid the price for the destruction of the old political
order and the struggle to establish a new one, based on the
ideals of liberty and revolution, in the face of widespread
indifference and hostility.
In this impressive volume, leading scholars offer compelling
glimpses into the biblical world, the world in which prophets,
poets, sages, and historians created one of our most
important texts--the Bible. For more than a century,
archaeologists have been unearthing the tombs, temples,
texts, and artifacts of the ancient Near East and the
Mediterranean world. Using new approaches, contemporary
scholars have begun to synthesize this material with the
biblical traditions. The Oxford History of the Biblical World
incorporates the best of this scholarship, and in
chronologically ordered chapters presents the reader with a
readable and integrated study of the history, art, architecture,
languages, literatures, and religion of biblical Israel and early
Judaism and Christianity in their larger cultural contexts. The
authors also examine such issues as the roles of women, the
tensions between urban and rural settings, royal and kinship
social structures, and official and popular religions of the
region. Understanding the biblical world is a vital part of
understanding the Bible. Broad, authoritative, and engaging,
The Oxford History of the Biblical World will illuminate for any
reader the ancient world from which the Bible emerged.
Lavishly illustrated with over 300 pictures, including more
than 200 in full color, The Oxford History of Islam offers the
most wide-ranging and authoritative account available of the
second largest--and fastest growing--religion in the world.
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Muslim, to examine the origins and historical development of
Islam--its faith, community, institutions, sciences, and arts.
Beginning in the pre-Islamic Arab world, the chapters range
from the story of Muhammad and his Companions, to the
development of Islamic religion and culture and the empires
that grew from it, to the influence that Islam has on today's
world. The book covers a wide array of subjects, casting light
on topics such as the historical encounter of Islam and
Christianity, the role of Islam in the Mughal and Ottoman
empires, the growth of Islam in Southeast Asia, China, and
Africa, the political, economic, and religious challenges of
European imperialism in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, and Islamic communities in the modern Western
world. In addition, the book offers excellent articles on Islamic
religion, art and architecture, and sciences as well as
bibliographies. Events in the contemporary world have led to
an explosion of interest and scholarly work on Islam. Written
for the general reader but also appealing to specialists, The
Oxford History of Islam offers the best of that recent
scholarship, presented in a readable style and complemented
by a rich variety of illustrations.
This text traces the language from its obscure Indo-European
roots to its 21st-century position as the world's first language.
It describes the history of English within the British Isles, its
changing roles in different places, and its rise to global preeminence.
The story of Oxford University Press spans five centuries of
printing and publishing, leading from the early days of printing
to worldwide publishing in academic research, education, and
English language learning. How Oxford gained its Press
Volume I begins with the successive attempts to establish
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Ofcontributors
The
printing at Oxford
from 1478
Expert
Seventeenth
Century
To The
Close
chart the activities
of individual
printers,
the Of The
Seventeenth
Century
1
eventualestablishment
of aVol
university
printing house, its
relationship with the University, and developments in printing
under Archbishop Laud, John Fell, and William Blackstone.
They explore the Press's scholarly publications and place in
the book trade, and its growing influence on the city of
Oxford.
The Oxford Illustrated History of the World is the story of
humanity itself, from earliest times to the present day, and the
changes--good and bad--which have shaped our world.
In this ambitious book, some of the most distinguished
historians in the world survey the momentous events and the
significant themes of recent times, with a look forward to what
the future might bring. Early chapters take a global overview
of the century as a whole, from a variety of perspectives demographic, scientific, economic, and cultural. Further
chapters, all written by acknowledged experts, chart the
century's course, region by region. The Oxford History of the
Twentieth Century is an invaluable repository of information
and offers unparalleled insights on the twentieth century.
A new book in the distinguished Oxford Illustrated History
series, The Oxford History of the American West provides a
lively narrative history of the West--its heritage, its continuing
expansion, its transformation from frontier to settlement to
urban cityscapes, and its continuing hold on the imagination
of writers, artists, and dreamers all over the world. Reflecting
the ground-breaking work of more than two dozen leading
contemporary scholars, the bookfeatures a set of truly
outstanding contributors, including Richard Maxwell Brown on
violence during the era of western expansion; Kathleen
Conzen on families and communities during the same period;
William J. Cronon on the West's contrasting landscapes of
abundance and scarcity; and David J. Weber on theSpanishPage 21/23
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West in art and popular
culture,
Thomas
J. Lyon
offers a
Seventeenth
Vol 1 West," and Anne M. Butler
thoughtful essayCentury
on "The Literary
provides a provocative article entitled "Selling the Popular
Myth." Fascinating and original, packed with nearly 200
illustrations (many in full color), The Oxford History of the
American West is essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand the history of this region and its people, and the
West'sessential role in shaping and defining the American
identity.
In 14 original essays, The Oxford Illustrated History of the
Book reveals the history of books in all their various forms,
from the ancient world to the digital present. Leading
international scholars offer an original and richly illustrated
narrative that is global in scope. The history of the book is the
history of millions of written, printed, and illustrated texts, their
manufacture, distribution, and reception. Here are different
types of production, from clay tablets to scrolls, from inscribed
codices to printed books, pamphlets, magazines, and
newspapers, from written parchment to digital texts. The
history of the book is a history of different methods of
circulation and dissemination, all dependent on innovations in
transport, from coastal and transoceanic shipping to roads,
trains, planes and the internet. It is a history of different
modes of reading and reception, from learned debate and
individual study to public instruction and entertainment. It is a
history of manufacture, craftsmanship, dissemination, reading
and debate. Yet the history of books is not simply a question
of material form, nor indeed of the history of reading and
reception. The larger question is of the effect of textual
production, distribution and reception - of how books
themselves made history. To this end, each chapter of this
volume, succinctly bounded by period and geography, offers
incisive and stimulating insights into the relationship between
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assessment of the
Empire Vol
in the1light of recent scholarship
and the progressive opening of historical records. From the
founding of colonies in North America and the West Indies in
the seventeenth century to the reversion of Hong Kong to
China at the end of the twentieth, British imperialism was a
catalyst for far-reaching change. The Oxford History of the
British Empire as a comprehensive study allows us to
understand the end of Empire in relation to its beginnings, the
meaning of British imperialism for the ruled as well as the
rulers, and the significance of the British Empire as a theme
in world history. Volume IV considers many aspects of the
'imperial experience' in the final years of the British Empire,
culminating in the mid-century's rapid processes of
decolonization. It seeks to understand the men who managed
the empire, their priorities and vision, and the mechanisms of
control and connection which held theempire together. There
are chapters on imperial centres, on the geographical
'periphery' of empire, and on all its connecting mechanisms,
including institutions and the flow of people, money, goods,
and services. The volume also explores the experience of
'imperial subjects' - in terms of culture, politics, and
economics; an experience which culminated in the growth of
vibrant, often new, national identities and movements and,
ultimately, new nation-states. It concludes with the processes
of decolonization which reshaped the political map of the late
twentieth-century world.
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