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Jewish esotericism is the oldest and most influential continuous occult tradition in the West. Presenting lore that can spiritually
enrich your life, this one-of-a-kind encyclopedia is devoted to the esoteric in Judaism—the miraculous and the mysterious. In this
second edition, Rabbi Geoffrey W. Dennis has added over thirty new entries and significantly expanded over one hundred other
entries, incorporating more knowledge and passages from primary sources. This comprehensive treasury of Jewish teachings,
drawn from sources spanning Jewish scripture, the Talmud, the Midrash, the Kabbalah, and other esoteric branches of Judaism, is
exhaustively researched yet easy to use. It includes over one thousand alphabetical entries, from Aaron to Zohar Chadesh, with
extensive cross-references to related topics and new illustrations throughout. Drawn from the well of a great spiritual tradition, the
secret wisdom within these pages will enlighten and empower you. Praise: "An erudite and lively compendium of Jewish magical
beliefs, practices, texts, and individuals...This superb, comprehensive encyclopedia belongs in every serious library."—Richard M.
Golden, Director of the Jewish Studies Program, University of North Texas, and editor of The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft: The
Western Tradition "Rabbi Dennis has performed a tremendously important service for both the scholar and the novice in
composing a work of concise information about aspects of Judaism unbeknownst to most, and intriguing to all."—Rabbi Gershon
Winkler, author of Magic of the Ordinary: Recovering the Shamanic in Judaism
The Dinka have a connoisseur's appreciation of the patterns and colours of the markings on their cattle. The Japanese tea
ceremony is regarded as a performance art. Some cultures produce carving but no drawing; others specialize in poetry. Yet
despite the rich variety of artistic expression to be found across many cultures, we all share a deep sense of aesthetic pleasure.
The need to create art of some form is found in every human society. In iThe Art Instinct/i, Denis Dutton exploresthe idea that this
need has an evolutionary basis: how the feelings that we all share when we see a wonderful landscape or a beautiful sunset
evolved as a useful adaptation in our hunter-gather ancestors, and have been passed on to us today, manifest in our artistic
natures. Why do people indulge in displaying their artistic skills? How can we understand artistic genius? Why do we value art, and
what is it for? These questions have long been asked by scholars in the humanities and in literature, but this is the first book to
consider the biological basis of this deep human need. This sparking and intelligent book looks at these deep and fundamental
questions, and combines the science of evolutionary psychology with aesthetics, to shed new light on longstanding questions
about the nature of art.
When Harry Potter first boards the Hogwarts Express, he journeys to a world which Rowling says has alchemy as its "internal
logic." The Philosopher's Stone, known for its power to transform base metals into gold and to give immortality to its maker, is the
subject of the conflict between Harry and Voldemort in the first book of the series. But alchemy is not about money or eternal life, it
is much more about the transformations of desire, of power and of people--through love. Harry's equally remarkable and ordinary
power to love leads to his desire to find but not use the Philosopher's Stone at the start of the series and his wish to end the
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destructive power of the Elder Wand at the end. This collection of essays on alchemical symbolism and transformations in
Rowling's series demonstrates how Harry's work with magical objects, people, and creatures transfigure desire, power, and
identity. As Harry's leaden existence on Privet Drive is transformed in the company of his friends and teachers, the Harry Potter
novels have transformed millions of readers, inspiring us to find the gold in our ordinary lives.
Four different scholars present their positions in this book to guide students, pastors, and lay learners to consider and evaluate
various ways of understanding God's involvement in the world, especially in relation to views on predestination and the extent of
the atonement.
Cracking the Philosophers' Stone is a combination of historical commentary with reproducible chemistry that thoroughly analyses
one of the most respected and mysterious chemical reactions in the history of science and technology. This book guides the
reader through the origins and evolution of the archetypal recipe for the Philosophers' Stone of early Alexandrian alchemy. LaPort
and Gabrielsson also provide details for various chemical reproductions based on the authors' interpretation and hypotheses of
ancient chemistry preserved in encrypted form in alchemical texts. Because of the human stories and historical backdrop, every
layperson will find something of value to expand their understanding of the ancient world. Even scientists and specifically chemists
will be fascinated with the reproducible chemical experiments presented in this ground-breaking work. The book is actually three
books in one: 1) an introduction to alchemy, 2) a detailed history of alchemy's origins and evolution, and 3) a technical reference
for actual reproducibility of alchemy's most sought-after prize - the Philosophers' Stone. Conclusions are contextually counterbalanced by laboratory experimentation, traditional alchemical texts and original interpretations.
Complete with alchemical engravings from the Middle Ages as well as useful charts and diagrams, this illuminating handbook will
teach aspiring alchemists to protect, rejuvenate, heal and meet their highest potential as a human being.

Part memoir, part history, part journalistic exposé, Trip is a look at psychedelic drugs, literature, and alienation from one
of the twenty-first century's most innovative novelists--The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test for a new generation. A Vintage
Original. While reeling from one of the most creative--but at times self-destructive--outpourings of his life, Tao Lin
discovered the strange and exciting work of Terence McKenna. McKenna, the leading advocate of psychedelic drugs
since Timothy Leary, became for Lin both an obsession and a revitalizing force. In Trip, Lin's first book-length work of
nonfiction, he charts his recovery from pharmaceutical drugs, his surprising and positive change in worldview, and his
four-year engagement with some of the hardest questions: Why do we make art? Is the world made of language? What
happens when we die? And is the imagination more real than the universe? In exploring these ideas and detailing his
experiences with psilocybin, DMT, salvia, and cannabis, Lin takes readers on a trip through nature, his own past,
psychedelic culture, and the unknown.
More than magic... Where else can one combine chemistry and philosophy to turn base metal into gold while discovering
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a magical elixir to prolong life? Here's a simple and straightforward guide to alchemy that explains its basic principles.
Written by one of the world's few practicing alchemists, it's a concise reference guide that provides easy-to-follow
information so that anybody can be a wizard-in-training.
Experiential journalist Rak Razam sets out to document the thriving business of 21st-century hallucinogenic shamanism
starting with a trip to the annual Amazonian Shaman Conference in Iquitos, Peru, where he meets a motley crew of
"spiritual tourists," rogue scientists, black magicians, and indigenous and Western healers and guides, all in town to
partake of the ritual--and the medicine--of ayahuasca, "the vine of souls." Combining his personal story with the history of
Amazonian shamanism, Razam takes the reader along on an entertaining, enlightening adventure. In areas of Brazil,
Ecuador, and Peru, the traditional herbal brew known as ayahuasca or yajé is legally used to heal physical ailments and
to cleanse and purify the spirit by connecting it to the web of life. Sting and Tori Amos have admitted sampling it in Latin
America, as has Paul Simon, who chronicled the experience in his song "Spirit Voices." Aya Awakenings works as a
cautionary tale, a travelogue, and a memoir, but primarily acts as a portal through which readers are able to gain more
information about the perils and the promise of spiritual reconnection through ayahuasca. "A memorable--and deeply
personal--journey into the hearts and minds of those who carry on the shamanic traditions of ayahuasca."--Rick Doblin,
founder of the Multidisciplinary Association of Psychedelic Studies (MAPS) Contents Foreword by Dennis McKenna
Preface by Rak Razam Departure 1 Seekers of the Mystery; 2 Wheel of Fortune; 3 Jungle Fever; 4 Space Cadets; 5
Cosmovision; 6 Hamburger Universe; 7 Surfing; 8 Ayahuasca Disco; 9 Logos; 10 Night of the Black Puma; 11 Downtime;
12 Seeds; 13 Beasts Initiation; 14 Shaman School; 15 Snakes and Ladders; 16 Heart of Darkness; 17 Return to the
Source; 18 The Love Creek Session; 19 The High Frontier; 20 Stairway to Heaven; 21 Going Down to the River to Pray;
22 The Hero's Journey Return 23 Secret Women's Business; 24 The Prime Directive; 25 One River; 26 When Stones
Dream; 27 Paying the Earth; 28 Talking with Kevin; 29 Illuminated; 30 Final Flight Index Bibliography Author's Note
Analyzes three important alchemical treatises from the 17th century, explaining them symbolically, psychologically, and
magically. This title also includes illustrations, a glossary, a biographical dictionary, a bibliography, an index, and an
introduction.
Sorcerer's StoneA Beginner's Guide to AlchemyCitadel Press
One of the few practicing alchemists in the modern era, Robert Allen Bartlett explains what the ancients really meant
when they used the term Philosopher's Stone and describes several very real and practical methods for its achievement.
Is the fabled Philosopher's Stone an Elixir of Long Life or is it a method of transforming Lead into Gold? You can be the
judge of that for yourself after reading the new book on Alchemy - Real Alchemy. (With a Foreword by Dennis William
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Hauck, editor of Alchemy Journal, alchemylab.com and crucible.org. The book also includes a full Index and
Bibliography.) Bartlett has been a practicing alchemist for over thirty years and was a student of the twentieth century's
most highly recognized alchemist, Frater Albertus, at Paracelsus College beginning in 1974. After receiving his degree in
Chemistry in 1979, Bartlett was appointed Chief Chemist at Frater Albertus' Paralab. He is a member of the International
Alchemy Guild at the Adept Level.
A ground-breaking modern manual on an ancient art, Real Alchemy draws on both modern scientific technology and ancient
methods. A laboratory scientist and chemist, Robert Allen Bartlett provides an overview of the history of alchemy, as well as an
exploration of the theories behind the practice. Clean, clear, simple, and easy to read, Real Alchemy provides excellent directions
regarding the production of plant products and transitions the reader-student into the basics of mineral work—what some consider
the true domain of alchemy. New students to practical laboratory alchemy will enjoy reading Real Alchemy and hopefully find the
encouragement needed to undertake their own alchemical journey. Bartlett also explains what the ancients really meant when they
used the term “Philosopher’s Stone” and describes several very real and practical methods for its achievement. Is the fabled
Philosopher’s Stone an elixir of long life or is it a method of transforming lead into gold? Judge for yourself.
An unauthorized biography of William Shatner details his early acting career, his stormy relationships with fellow "Star Trek" cast
members, his own encounter with extraterrestrials, and his personal life
This book is an experiential guide to the spiritual realities of alchemy. The techniques revealed are based on centuries of work by
philosophers of nature who sought universal laws of transformation that were as valid in their laboratory experiments as they were
in their own hearts and minds. The secret teaching of their "Underground River" has flowed as a legacy of wisdom from one
generation of alchemists to the next. Collectively, they sought to create a spiritual technology that worked on all levels at once, a
powerful Science of Soul whose principles are as valid in the physical world as they are in the psychological and spiritual realms.
Industrial Product-Service Systems (IPS2), which is defined as “an integrated industrial product and service offering that delivers
value in use,” has expanded rapidly over the last decade. IPS2 has allowed us to achieve both high added value and high
productivity and has enriched our QOL by improving the performance of products and services. We are now struggling with many
awkward issues related to sustainability, but IPS2 is expected to be the “philosopher’s stone” for solving these issues. Following
the pattern of conferences held in Cranfield in 2009, Linköping in 2010, and Braunschweig in 2011, the fourth International CIRP
Conference on Industrial Product-Service Systems, held on November 8-9, 2012, in Tokyo, will cover various aspects of IPS2.
Topics planned for this year’s conference reflect the latest IPS2 information in both the natural sciences and humanities and
include case studies from various industries. IPS2 is still a relatively new field, so it is important to keep track of the entire context
in order to promote more cross-sectional cooperation between multimodal fields and disciplines. The fourth International CIRP
Conference on Industrial Product-Service Systems will serve as a vital platform for such collaborations and the discussion of new
scientific ideas.
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A deeply personal account of the scientific, shamanic, and metaphysical encounters that led to the development of Metzner’s
psychological methods • Recounts the author’s meetings and friendships with Albert Hofmann, Alexander Shulgin, the McKenna
brothers, Wilson Van Dusen, Myron Stolaroff, and Leo Zeff • Details his lucid dream encounters with G. I. Gurdjieff, profoundly
healing sessions with Hawaiian healer Morrnah Simeona, experiences with plant teachers iboga and ayahuasca, and ecological
and mystical lessons learned from animal teachers • Shares his involvement in the beginnings of the therapeutic use of MDMA
and how it safely and effectively supports the healing of trauma, PTSD, and interpersonal relationships Just as the search for the
philosopher’s stone is the core symbol of the alchemical tradition, Ralph Metzner, Ph.D., psychotherapist and one of the
respected elders of the psychedelic research community, sees it as the central metaphor of his life-long quest to find methods of
healing and insight through heightened states of consciousness. Through captivating stories Metzner shares his encounters from
the 1960s through the 1990s with genius scientists, shamanic healers, mystics, plant spirits, and animal guides that led to the
development of his “alchemical divination” psychological methods, a structured intuitive process of accessing inner sources of
healing and insight. He details lessons learned with psychedelic research legends Albert Hofmann, Alexander Shulgin, Terence
McKenna, and Dennis McKenna. He reveals his deeply healing encounters with the Kahuna bodywork healer Morrnah Simeona,
the first to introduce the Hawaiian Ho’oponopono healing method to the West, and his experiences with West African trance
dancing and the psychoactive plant-drug iboga. Metzner recounts in vivid detail his unwelcome encounter with malignant sorcery
during an ayahuasca experience in Ecuador and the lessons it taught him about connections with spirits, both harmful and
beneficial. He tells of his involvement in the beginnings of the therapeutic use of MDMA and shows how it is an effective and safe
substance to support psychotherapy for healing trauma, PTSD, and interpersonal relationships. In sharing his remarkable
encounters, Metzner shows how the most meaningful lessons in the alchemy of life come not only from the geniuses we meet but
also from the spirits we encounter along the way.
The Emerald Tablet—an ancient document that contains the essence of the alchemical teachings—has had an important influence
on many Western spiritual and religious traditions. Ostensibly concerned with turning base metals into gold, alchemy was in fact
dedicated to transforming the lead of self into the gold of spirit. This brilliant history of alchemy traces its sources back to ancient
Egypt, and presents alchemy as a useful, practical system of self-transformation. Each of the seven steps of alchemical
transformation is explained, with hands-on techniques and exercises, treating alchemy as a living discipline for achieving a
spiritual awakening.
Whether it is viewed as a historic precursor to chemistry, a path to psychological integration, or an advanced spiritual discipline, the ancient
art of alchemy holds great fascination and promise for the modern reader. However, sifting through the arcane symbols and multilevel
terminology of the secret art often proves a daunting task for those seeking to grasp the truths of alchemy in the original writings of the
alchemists. That is where this handy little guide comes to the rescue with charts of alchemical ciphers, a comprehensive dictionary, and clear
explanations of the symbology. There is also a keyboard layout code for a complete set of alchemical fonts, which can be downloaded for
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free from the publisher's website.
The story of the greatest of all philosophical friendships—and how it influenced modern thought David Hume is arguably the most important
philosopher ever to have written in English, but during his lifetime he was attacked as “the Great Infidel” for his religious skepticism and
deemed unfit to teach the young. In contrast, Adam Smith, now hailed as the founding father of capitalism, was a revered professor of moral
philosophy. Remarkably, Hume and Smith were best friends, sharing what Dennis Rasmussen calls the greatest of all philosophical
friendships. The Infidel and the Professor tells the fascinating story of the close relationship between these towering Enlightenment
thinkers—and how it influenced their world-changing ideas. It shows that Hume contributed more to economics—and Smith contributed more to
philosophy—than is generally recognized. The result is a compelling account of a great friendship that had great consequences for modern
thought.
A ground-breaking modern manual on an ancient art, Real Alchemy draws on both modern scientific technology and ancient methods. A
laboratory scientist and chemist, Robert Allen Bartlett provides an overview of the history of alchemy, as well as an exploration of the theories
behind the practice. Clean, clear, simple, and easy to read, Real Alchemy provides excellent directions regarding the production of plant
products and transitions the reader-student into the basics of mineral work - what some consider the true domain of alchemy. New students
to practical laboratory alchemy will enjoy reading Real Alchemy and hopefully find the encouragement needed to undertake their own
alchemical journey. Bartlett also explains what the ancients really meant when they used the term "Philosopher's Stone" and describes
several very real and practical methods for its achievement. Is the fabled Philosopher's Stone an elixir of long life or is it a method of
transforming lead into gold? Judge for yourself.
The path to wisdom described in this book is part of the world's oldest spiritual tradition, a way of living in accord with the basic pattern of the
universe that can result in magical transformations within your own life. These teachings date back beyond our contemporary civilization and
are free from any organizational doctrine, religious dogma, or corporate ambitions. Alchemistic philosophy is part of the Perennial Tradition,
so named because it keeps coming up in different guises throughout history despite efforts to outlaw or suppress it.
The author of this book, Dennis William Hauck, is a Hermetic scholar versed in both Eastern and Western techniques of alchemy and widely
recognized as one of the world's leading experts on the subject. Now, in this book, he makes alchemy's secrets and powers accessible to
everyone with the desire to experience physical, mental, and spiritual transformation. By providing clear explanations, moving meditations,
and hands-on experiments making tinctures and elixirs, this beautifully illustrated guide passes on the knowledge and creative energy of
alchemy's magnificent discipline—sending a golden arc of learning from thousands of years in the past into your life today. Hauck presents a
fascinating history of alchemy—from the ancient Emerald Tablet to modern quantum chemistry – and elaborates on its arcane principles in an
intimate, conversational way that anyone can understand. His portrayals of individual alchemists bring them alive and show how they built on
each other's work through an “Underground River” of secret knowledge passed down through the ages.
• Examines myths of the Chintamani from East and West, including from China, India, and South America; in legends of the Holy Grail and
Atlantis; and in Nicholas Roerich’s real-life quest for Shambhala • Explains the Chintamani Matrix--the multidimensional field of light, energy,
and consciousness that forms networks of gems on the etheric and physical levels • Provides simple and advanced practices with crystal
grids and meditation to help you access the Chintamani matrix and realize your innermost heart’s desires Space, time, intention, matter, and
consciousness all entangle in crystals. Nowhere is this more evident than in the ancient gem archetype of the Chintamani, the wish-fulfilling
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jewel known in legends around the world as the stone that grants your heart’s desires. As authors Johndennis Govert and Hapi Hara reveal,
the Chintamani’s “tachyolithic” technology of wish-granting and spiritual enlightenment creates a vehicle for positive transformation. They
show how the Chintamani energy matrix can be accessed using tangible crystals and gemstones, meditation, yoga, and the powerful science
of intention. Exploring the many Chintamani myths and legends from East and West, the authors explain how there are three types of
Chintamani: the mythical gemstone, the power crystals of history, such as the Koh-i-Noor diamond, and the multidimensional field of light,
energy, and consciousness that forms a network of all gems in what is known as “the jewel net of Indra” in Hinduism and Buddhism.
Activating this crystal energy matrix provides a way to manifest your intentions and help you create the subtle diamond body. The authors
detail specific gems and crystal spiritual technology that can affect material reality and trigger profound spiritual growth. They provide a
number of simple practices with crystal grids and meditation to help you access the Chintamani matrix and become aware of the
interconnected jewel net of consciousness. They examine the science of intention, which provides a basis for connecting to gemstones and
crystals, and share advanced meditations to realize and activate your innermost heart’s desires.

“Spellbinding. . . . Wholly engrossing.” —Washington Post “Dennis is in possession of hypnotic narrative gifts and a
ferocious intellect. With Her Here, she has claimed her place in the literary world.” —Rebecca Makkai, author of Music for
Wartime and The Great Believers “In Her Here, Dennis has written a metaphysical investigation that is also a wonderfully
personal account of a daughter coming to terms with the loss of her mother, and a mother coming to terms with the loss
of her daughter. As Elena conjures Ella’s last days, the richly imagined narrative moves back and forth between Paris
and Thailand, carrying both characters and readers to a vivid and suspenseful conclusion.” —Margot Livesey, author of
The Flight of Gemma Hardy and The Boy in the Field Elena, struggling with memory loss due to a trauma that has
unmoored her sense of self, deserts graduate school and a long-term relationship to accept a bizarre proposition from an
estranged family friend in Paris: she will search for a young woman, Ella, who went missing six years earlier in Thailand,
by rewriting her journals. As she delves deeper into Ella’s story, Elena begins to lose sight of her own identity and drift
dangerously toward self-annihilation. Her Here is an existential detective story with a shocking denouement that plumbs
the creative and destructive powers of narrative itself. An Iowa Writers’ Workshop graduate and Cambridge Gates
Scholar, Amanda Dennis teaches at the American University of Paris. Her Here is her first novel.
The magic and mystery of the ancient craft revealed for a new, modern age It's completely understandable if you're in the
dark about alchemy. It has been practiced around the world and linked to various religious rites, scientific experiments,
and of course, magic--a series of beliefs and disciplines that defy categorization and definition. The Awakened Life:
Alchemy demystifies this ancient art with an easy-to-understand overview of its history, philosophies, and practices.This
new edition, published over a decade after the original, offer even more essential information and tools. In it, you'll find:
The basic principles of alchemy--including the Three Essentials that are present in all things The alchemist's
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code--ciphers, signs, symbols, and sacred geometry A list of tonics, elixirs, and other alchemical medicines An
explanation on the three stages of alchemical transformation A look at the relationship between alchemy and science A
focus on how to trigger personal transformation using the psychological and spiritual techniques of alchemy It's time to
apply these powerful principles to your life to gain increased energy, awareness, and understanding!
Although few in number, elves produce the most skillful and deadly warriors of all the races. Renowned for their archery
and agility, they are mostly associated with hit-and-run tactics; however, they should not be underestimated in open
battle. From an initial examination of the fighting methods of the individual elf warrior, this lavishly illustrated volume goes
on to reveal how they do battle in small companies and in vast armies. It covers all of their troop types, from their famed
bowmen and swordmasters to their lightning-fast cavalry, making special note of regional variations and highly
specialized fighters such as war mages and rendering a colorful panoramic view of the elfin way of war.
"Throughout history, humans have always been fascinated by drugs and altered states. Despite the risk of addiction,
many have used drugs as technologies to induce moments of meaning-making transcendence. This book traces the
quest for transcendence and meaning through drugs in the modern West. Starting with the Romantic fascination with
opium, it goes on to chronicle the discovery of anesthetics, psychiatric and religious interest in hashish, the bewitching
power of mescaline and hallucinogenic fungi, as well as the more recent uses of LSD. It fills a major gap in our
understanding of contemporary alternative and in the study of countercultures and popular culture. Today we are seeing
increased social and scientific attention to both the positive and the negative effects of psychoactive drugs, particularly
following the legalization of marijuana for medicinal and/or recreational use in some US states, as well as court cases
involving the sacramental use of drugs. This fascinating and wide-ranging exploration of the controversial relationship
between drugs and spirituality could not be more timely." [source : éditeur].
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