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The Salem Witch Hunt A Brief History With Documents
Decades after witch-hunting had begun to die down in Europe, North America was about to witness its bloodiest witch
hunt in history. The Massachusetts of 1692 was a very different one to the state we know today. Populated by colonists,
many of them a generation or less from life in an England bathed in religious turmoil,
Between June 10 and September 22, 1692, nineteen people were hanged for practicing witchcraft in Salem,
Massachusetts. One person was pressed to death, and over 150 others were jailed, where still others died. The Story of
the Salem Witch Trials is a history of that event. It provides a much needed synthesis of the most recent scholarship on
the subject, places the trials into the context of the Great European Witch-Hunt, and relates the events of 1692 to witchhunting throughout seventeenth century New England. This complex and difficult subject is covered in a uniquely
accessible manner that captures all the drama that surrounded the Salem witch trials. From beginning to end, the reader
is carried along by the author’s powerful narration and mastery of the subject. While covering the subject in impressive
detail, Bryan Le Beau maintains a broad perspective on events, and wherever possible, lets the historical characters
speak for themselves. Le Beau highlights the decisions made by individuals responsible for the trials that helped turn
what might have been a minor event into a crisis that has held the imagination of students of American history.
Uses primary source documents, narrative, and illustrations to recount the history of the witch hunt and trials that
occurred in Salem, Massachusetts, in the seventeenth century.
In graphic novel format, tells of the events surrounding the Salem witch trials and discusses key figures at the center of
these events, including Cotton Mather, a Puritan minister who encouraged the hanging of suspected witches.
An account of the madness that overtook Salem Village, Massachusetts, when several young girls accused a number of
adults in the community of being witches.
Sifting through the facts, myths, and half-truths surrounding the 1692 witch trials in Salem, Massachusetts, a historian
draws on primary sources to explore the events of that time.
Presents an historical analysis of the Salem witch trials, examining the factors that may have led to the mass hysteria,
including a possible occurrence of ergot poisoning, a frontier war in Maine, and local political rivalries.
Deliverance from Evil brings to life the Salem witch trials, one of the most uncanny times in our nation's history. Young
girls in trances pointed out neighbors, leaders, relatives--over 150 people were arrested, with many hanged for their
supposed sins. Frances Hill, author of A Delusion of Satan, brings her deep historical and political understanding
together with her honed skills as a novelist to produce a picture of the trials both realistic and emotional. She has written
an extraordinary and gripping novel of hysteria, power plays, and love in colonial America.
#1 NYT bestselling author Michael Savage calls out the mass hysteria mongers and their methods, and shows
Americans that we must look to history to understand the present and avoid repeating the mistakes of the past. Since
Donald Trump's historic ascendance to the presidency, American politics have reached a boiling point. Social and
economic issues, even national security, have become loud, violent flashpoints for political rivals in the government, in
the media and on the streets. This collective derangement has a name: mass hysteria. In his new book, Stop Mass
Hysteria, #1 New York Times bestselling author Michael Savage not only deconstructs the Left's unhinged response to
traditional American values like borders, language, and culture, but takes the reader on an unprecedented journey
through mass hysteria's long history in the United States. From Christopher Columbus to the Salem Witch trials to the socalled "Red Scares" of the 1930s and 40s and much more, Dr. Savage recounts the many times collective insanity has
gripped the American public - often prompted by sinister politicians with ulterior motives. Dr. Savage provides vital
context for the common elements of dozens of outbreaks of mass hysteria in the past, their causes, their short and longterm effects, and the tactics of the puppet masters who duped gullible masses into fearing threats both real and
imagined. By shining a light on the true nature and causes of American mass hysteria in the past, Savage provides an
insightful look into who and what is causing dangerous unrest in our lives - and why.
This book relays the factual details of the Salem witch trials that took place in colonial Massachusetts in the late 1600s.
The narrative provides multiple accounts of the event, and readers learn details through the point of view of a minister, an
accused witch, and an accuser. The text offers opportunities to compare and contrast various perspectives in the text
while gathering and analyzing information about a historical event.
Starkey's devil in Massachusetts and the Post-World War II consensus -- Boyer and Nissenbaum's Salem possessed
and the anti-capitalist critique -- An aside: investigations into the practice of actual witchcraft in seventeenth-century New
England -- Demos's entertaining satan and the functionalist perspective -- Karlsen's devil in the shape of a woman and
feminist interpretations -- Norton's in the devil's snare and racial approaches, I -- Norton's in the devil's snare and racial
approaches, II
From the acclaimed Printz Honor winner author Stephanie Hemphill comes this powerful fictionalized account of the
Salem witch trials from the point of view of three of the real young women living in Salem in 1692. Ann Putnam Jr. is the
queen bee. When her father suggests a spate of illnesses in the village is the result of witchcraft, she puts in motion a
chain of events that will change Salem forever. Mercy Lewis is the beautiful servant in Ann's house who inspires
adulation in some and envy in others. With her troubled past, she seizes her only chance at safety. Margaret Walcott,
Ann's cousin, is desperately in love. She is torn between staying loyal to her friends and pursuing a life with her
betrothed. With new accusations mounting against the men and women of the community, the girls will have to decide: Is
it too late to tell the truth?
Mass hysteria in the late 17th century led to trials of people suspected to be witches in Salem, Massachusetts. Anyone
could be accused of causing mysterious maladies or unfortunate occurrences, such as the death of cattle. Readers
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discover important facts and captivating details about this fascinating time in American history. The dangers of leveling
accusations without proof and succumbing to panic are discussed in this engaging text, which is supplemented with a
fact-filled timeline, full-color photographs, and primary sources.
The Survival Series that celebrates the awesome history of us. "a must for every reading list" A brave young orphan is
caught up in the Salem Witch Trials, the largest and most lethal witch-hunt in American history. Can she escape
disaster? From bestselling author Scott Peters and Salem Witch whiz Juliet Fry. On a stormy night, young orphan,
Hannah, is terrified to see witches' fingers tapping at her bedroom window. When her best friends tell her witches are
sending their spirits to attack them-to pinch them and jab them with needles-Hannah's alarm grows. But then her friends
start accusing neighbors of practicing magic, dark arts, and witchcraft. Unfortunately, some of the accused are good
people that Hannah has known all her life. Hannah is faced with a terrible choice: to side with her friends, or to fall under
suspicion for refusing to name names. Can Hannah appease her friends and escape this scary trial? Can this brave but
frightened colonial girl ever hope to escape disaster? Based on hours of research, this inspirational story is exceptionally
vivid, swift-paced, and stirring. During the infamous Salem, Massachusetts Witch Trials of 1692, over 200 American men
and women were accused of witchcraft and faced terrible trials. This is the 6th children's book in the I Escaped Series
about brave kids who face real world challenges and find ways to survive. Sure to appeal to fans of books like I Survived
by New York Times Bestseller Lauren Tarshis, The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare, Little Witch by
Anna Elizabeth Bennett, What Were The Salem Witch Trials, and The Witches by Roald Dahl. Packed with a special
section on facts about the Salem Witch trials for kids, information about the Puritans, and much more. A study guide is
available at scottpetersbooks.com/worksheets Flesch Reading Ease: 85.6 Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level 3.2 An important,
relevant read about bravery and kindness during a terrible tragedy in American history. This book is for the doers and the
dreamers, the cautious and the go-getters, and the survivalists in us all. Because each and every one of us can
accomplish miracles.
ABC-CLIO's Eyewitness to History series provides primary documents accompanied by invaluable contextualizing
information to help readers understand historical developments, events, and individuals. The books' format allows for a
remarkable range of documents that showcase a wide variety of perspectives, including personal narratives, letters, and
first-hand accounts; newspaper stories, op-ed pieces, and contemporary reactions and responses; and government and
legislative documents, such as laws, speeches, and court testimony. Each title in the series offers a fascinating
documentary history devoted to a significant era, event, or social movement. The carefully curated primary sources give
the actual words of people who lived through these past times, empowering today's readers and researchers to consider
the topic critically, fairly, and intelligently.
The result of a perfect storm of factors that culminated in a great moral catastrophe, the Salem witch trials of 1692 took a
breathtaking toll on the young English colony of Massachusetts. Over 150 people were imprisoned, and nineteen men
and women, including a minister, were executed by hanging. The colonial government, which was responsible for
initiating the trials, eventually repudiated the entire affair as a great "delusion of the Devil." In Satan and Salem, Benjamin
Ray looks beyond single-factor interpretations to offer a far more nuanced view of why the Salem witch-hunt spiraled out
of control. Rather than assigning blame to a single perpetrator, Ray assembles portraits of several major characters,
each of whom had complex motives for accusing his or her neighbors. In this way, he reveals how religious, social,
political, and legal factors all played a role in the drama. Ray’s historical database of court records, documents, and
maps yields a unique analysis of the geographic spread of accusations and trials, ultimately showing how the witch-hunt
resulted in the execution of so many people—far more than any comparable episode on this side of the Atlantic. In
addition to the print volume, Satan and Salem will also be available as a linked e-book offering the reader the opportunity
to investigate firsthand the primary sources and maps on which Ray’s groundbreaking argument rests.
The first complete account of the largest supernatural crisis in American history, and how ordinary citizens brought it to a close By
July 1692, the witch hunt surrounding the town of Salem and Salem Village had been raging for four months. The Massachusetts
Bay colony's new governor, William Phips, had established a special court to try the suspected witches and the trials were well
under way. No new arrests had taken place for nearly six weeks and residents had every reason to believe the crisis soon would
be over. However, a middle-aged woman in nearby Andover lay gravely ill. Her husband suspected witchcraft as the cause and
invited some of the afflicted girls from Salem Village to the town, thinking they could determine whether his suspicions were valid.
Not surprisingly, they confirmed his supposition. The first person these girls accused in Andover--a frail and elderly widow
bereaved by a series of family tragedies over the pre-vious three years--not only confessed, but stated that there were more than
three hundred witches in the region, five times more than the number of suspects already in jail. This touched off a new wave of
accusations, confessions, and formal charges. Before the witchcraft crisis ended, forty-five residents of Andover found themselves
jailed on suspicion of witchcraft--more than the combined total of suspects from Salem Village and the town of Salem. Of these,
three were hanged and one died while awaiting execution. Based on extensive primary source research, In the Shadow of Salem:
The Andover Witch Hunt of 1692, by historian and archivist Richard Hite, tells for the first time the fascinating story of this long
overlooked phase of the largest witch hunt in American history. Untangling a net of rivalries and ties between families and
neighbors, the author explains the actions of the accusers, the reactions of the accused, and their ultimate fates. In the process,
he shows how the Andover arrests prompted a large segment of the town's population to openly oppose the entire witch hunt and
how their actions played a crucial role in finally bringing the 1692 witchcraft crisis to a close.
For three centuries, as the Black Death rampaged through Europe and the Reformation tore the Church apart, tens of thousands
were arrested as witches and subjected to torture and execution, including being burned alive. This graphic novel examines the
background; the witch hunters’ methods; who profited; the brave few who protested; and how the Enlightenment gradually
replaced fear and superstition with reason and science. Famed witch hunters Heinrich Kramer, architect of the infamous Malleus
Maleficarum, and Matthew Hopkins, England’s notorious “Witchfinder General,” are covered as are the Salem Witch Trials and
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the last executions in Europe.
The Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Cleopatra, the #1 national bestseller, unpacks the mystery of the Salem Witch Trials. It began
in 1692, over an exceptionally raw Massachusetts winter, when a minister's daughter began to scream and convulse. It ended less
than a year later, but not before 19 men and women had been hanged and an elderly man crushed to death. The panic spread
quickly, involving the most educated men and prominent politicians in the colony. Neighbors accused neighbors, parents and
children each other. Aside from suffrage, the Salem Witch Trials represent the only moment when women played the central role
in American history. In curious ways, the trials would shape the future republic. As psychologically thrilling as it is historically
seminal, THE WITCHES is Stacy Schiff's account of this fantastical story-the first great American mystery unveiled fully for the first
time by one of our most acclaimed historians.
The Salem witch trials remain one of the most shocking and studied episodes in American history. Within the span of 15 months,
the legal proceedings around the trials swept up at least 144 people, secured the confessions of 54 individuals and led to the
execution of 20, mostly women. The hysteria and the accusations reached far beyond the geographic limits of Salem Village,
eventually engulfing more than 20 towns and villages in the vicinity. Now, in this Special Edition from TIME-LIFE -The Salem Witch
Trials- readers can revisit the witch trials, study their European origins and understand "the climate of fear" both then and now.
This Special Edition is also full of historic photographs and images of Salem, the participants, and more, and a special section
devoted to modern witchcraft and witches in the movies and on television.
This book represents the first comprehensive record of all legal documents pertaining to the Salem witch trials, in chronological
order. Numerous newly discovered manuscripts, as well as records published in earlier books that were overlooked in other
editions, offer a comprehensive narrative account of the events of 1692-93, with supplementary materials stretching as far as the
mid - 18th century. The book may be used as a reference book or read as an unfolding narrative. All legal records are newly
transcribed, and errors in previous editions have been corrected. Included in this edition is a historical introduction, a legal
introduction, and a linguistic introduction. Manuscripts are accompanied by notes that, in many cases, identify the person who
wrote the record. This has never been attempted, and much is revealed by seeing who wrote what, when. Publication made
possible with generous support by the National Historical Publications and Records Commission.
http://www.archives.gov/nhprc/index.html
The story of the Salem Witch Trials told through the lives of six women Six Women of Salem is the first work to use the lives of a
select number of representative women as a microcosm to illuminate the larger crisis of the Salem witch trials. By the end of the
trials, beyond the twenty who were executed and the five who perished in prison, 207 individuals had been accused, 74 had been
"afflicted," 32 had officially accused their fellow neighbors, and 255 ordinary people had been inexorably drawn into that ruinous
and murderous vortex, and this doesn't include the religious, judicial, and governmental leaders. All this adds up to what the Rev.
Cotton Mather called "a desolation of names." The individuals involved are too often reduced to stock characters and stereotypes
when accuracy is sacrificed to indignation. And although the flood of names and detail in the history of an extraordinary event like
the Salem witch trials can swamp the individual lives involved, individuals still deserve to be remembered and, in remembering
specific lives, modern readers can benefit from such historical intimacy. By examining the lives of six specific women, Marilynne
Roach shows readers what it was like to be present throughout this horrific time and how it was impossible to live through it
unchanged.
Salem witchcraft will always have a magnetic pull on the American psyche. During the 1692 witch trials, more than 150 people
were arrested. An estimated 25 million Americans—including author Diane Foulds—are descended from the twenty individuals
executed. What happened to our ancestors? Death in Salem is the first book to take a clear-eyed look at this complex time, by
examining the lives of the witch trial participants from a personal perspective. Massachusetts settlers led difficult lives; every player
in the Salem drama endured hardships barely imaginable today. Mercy Short, one of the “bewitched” girls, watched as Indians
butchered her parents; Puritan minister Cotton Mather outlived all but three of his fifteen children. Such tragedies shaped behavior
and, as Foulds argues, ultimately played a part in the witch hunt’s outcome. A compelling “who’s who” to Salem witchcraft,
Death in Salem profiles each of these historical personalities as it asks: Why was this person targeted?
The Salem Witch Trials is based on over twenty-five years of archival research--including the author's discovery of previously
unknown documents--newly found cases and court records. From January 1692 to January 1697 this history unfolds a nearly dayby-day narrative of the crisis as the citizens of New England experienced it.
Geoff Williams is a freelance journalist who regularly writes for U.S. News & World Report and has written for numerous other
publications, including CNNMoney.com, Life and Reuters. He is also the author of Washed Away: How the Great Flood of 1913,
America's Most Widespread Natural Disaster, Terrorized a Nation and Changed It Forever. He lives with his two daughters in
Loveland, Ohio.
A haunting examination of groupthink and mass hysteria in a rural community The place is Salem, Massachusetts, in 1692, an
enclave of rigid piety huddled on the edge of a wilderness. Its inhabitants believe unquestioningly in their own sanctity. But in
Arthur Miller's edgy masterpiece, that very belief will have poisonous consequences when a vengeful teenager accuses a rival of
witchcraft—and then when those accusations multiply to consume the entire village. First produced in 1953, at a time when America
was convulsed by a new epidemic of witch-hunting, The Crucible brilliantly explores the threshold between individual guilt and
mass hysteria, personal spite and collective evil. It is a play that is not only relentlessly suspenseful and vastly moving but that
compels readers to fathom their hearts and consciences in ways that only the greatest theater ever can. "A drama of emotional
power and impact" —New York Post
Witch hunts are the products of intense fear and paranoia and the results are often terrible. The accused in three famous
witchcraft cases - in Bamberg and Wurzburg, Germany, in Loudun, France, and in Salem, Massachusetts - were assumed to be
guilty without proof. Secret accusations were accepted, evidence was falsified, and extreme pressures, including torture, were
used. Arguing that fear was, and still is, a prerequisite to any witch hunt, Robert Rapley shows that the current hunt for terrorists
mirrors the witch crazes of the past.
Presented in an oddly (or perhaps not so oddly) gaudy, sensational dust jacket, this book argues that throughout history, children's
stories have sent innocent people to death, from 16th and 17th century hysteria over demonic possession to present day
courtrooms where innocent adults are accused of ritual cult abuse and molestation. Sebald (sociology, Arizona State U.) focuses
on adults' credulity as well as children's manipulations. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
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"Something wicked was brewing in the small town of Salem, Massachusetts, in 1692. It started when two girls, Betty Parris and
Abigail Williams, began having hysterical fits. Soon after, other local girls claimed they were being pricked with pins. With no
scientific explanation available, the residents of Salem came to one conclusion: it was witchcraft. Over the next year and a half,
nineteen people were convicted of witchcraft and hanged while more languished in prison as hysteria swept the colony. Author
Joan Holub gives readers and inside look at this sinister chapter in history"--Provided by publisher.
This book looks beyond single-factor interpretations to offer a far more nuanced view of why the Salem witch-hunt spiraled out of
control. Rather than assigning blame to a single perpetrator, Ray assembles portraits of several major characters, each of whom
had complex motives for accusing his or her neighbors. In this way, he reveals how religious, social, political, and legal factors all
played a role in the drama.
Examines the events surrounding the Salem Witchcraft Trials and the unjust treatment of those who were falsely accused.
The Salem witch trials stand as one of the infamous moments in colonial American history. More than 150 people -- primarily
women -- from 24 communities were charged with witchcraft; 19 were hanged and others died in prison. This second edition
continues to explore the beliefs, fears, and historical context that fueled the witch panic of 1692. In his revised introduction,
Richard Godbeer offers coverage of the convulsive ergotism thesis advanced in the 1970s and a discussion of new scholarship on
men who were accused of witchcraft for explicitly gendered reasons. The documents in this volume illuminate how the Puritans'
worldview led them to seek a supernatural explanation for the problems vexing their community. Presented as case studies, the
carefully chosen records from several specific trials offer a clear picture of the gender norms and social tensions that underlie the
witchcraft accusations. New to this edition are records from the trial of Samuel Wardwell, a fortune-teller or "cunning man" whose
apparent expertise made him vulnerable to suspicions of witchcraft. The book's final documents cover recantations of confessions,
the aftermath of the witch hunt, and statements of regret. A chronology of the witchcraft crisis, questions for consideration, and a
selected bibliography round out the book's pedagogical support.
Witch-HuntMysteries of the Salem Witch TrialsSimon and Schuster
This book offers a comprehensive record of legal documents written in 1692 and 1693 in connection with the Salem witch trials. It is the most
comprehensive edition of those records ever published, and includes for the first time the records in chronological order, all newly transcribed
from the original manuscripts
Stories of magic, superstition, and witchcraft were strictly forbidden in the little town of Salem Village. But a group of young girls ignored those
rules, spellbound by the tales told by a woman named Tituba. When questioned about their activities, the terrified girls set off a whirlwind of
controversy as they accused townsperson after townsperson of being witches. Author Shirley Jackson examines in careful detail this
horrifying true story of accusations, trials, and executions that shook a community to its foundations.
Historian Peter Charles Hoffer reexamines a notorious episode in American history and presents many of its legal details in true perspective
for the first time. Hoffer also shows how rights we take for granted today did not exist in colonial times, and he demonstrates how these cases
relate to current instances of children accusing adults of abuse.
Decades before the Salem Witch trials, 11 people were hanged as witches in the Connecticut River Valley. The advent of witch hunting in
New England was directly influenced by the English Civil War and the witch trials in England led by Matthew Hopkins, who pioneered
“techniques” for examining witches. This history examines the outbreak of witch hysteria in the Valley, focusing on accusations of demonic
possession, apotropaic magic and the role of the clergy. Although the hysteria was eventually quelled by a progressive magistrate unwilling to
try witches, accounts of the trials later influenced contemporary writers during the Salem witch hunts. The source of the document “Grounds
for Examination of a Witch” is identified.
Describes the witch hunt that took place in Stamford, Connecticut, in 1692, detailing the story of Kate Branch, a seventeen-year-old afflicted
by strange visions and given to wails of pain and fright, who accused several women of bewitching her.
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